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Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 2


7:30 a.m.
John Walsh (
8:45 a.m.
Jill Shafer (

10:30 a.m.
Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
Michael J. Ronayne (
Monday, December 3 


9:00 a.m.
John B. O’Donnell ( 

Tuesday, December 4



9:00 a.m.
Stas Cynkar


Wednesday, December 5


9:00 a.m.
John Joseph Collins (
Thursday, December 6


9:00 a.m.  Chronowski Children & Grandchildren

Friday, December 7


9:00 a.m.  
Daughters of St. Catherine


7:30 p.m.
Special Intention
Saturday, December 8

9:00 a.m.
Thomas Coleman

12:00 p.m.
Special Intention


5:30 p.m.
Julie Ketchum 
Daily Scriptures

READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

First Sunday of Advent  

Is 2:1-5, Ps 122, Rom 13:11-14, Mt 24:37-44

Monday – St. Francis Xavier

Is 4:2-6, Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday – St. John of Damascus
Is 11:1-10, Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday – Advent Weekday

Is 25:6-10a, Mt 15:29-37

Thursday – St. Nicholas

Is 26:1-6, Mt 7:21,24-27

Friday – First Friday

Is 29:17-24, Mt 9:27-31

Saturday – Immaculate Conception of the BVM

Gn 3:9-15,20, Ps 98, Eph 1:3-6,11-12, Lk 1:26-38
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Remember in your prayers the sick of our Parish, especially: 

 Maryann Baron, Joshua Basile,

 Heather Black, Jose Campos,

Edna Caton, John & Moira Connor,  

Baby Natasha deSa, Marjorie Dolak,

Maria Keran, Chuck Lavezzoli, Joan Loftis,

Baby Madison, Carol McCarty,

Baby Peter Michalski, Frances O’Malley,

 Lien Shinta,  Baby Anthony Yantiss

A Word from Fr. Drummond

   One of the great traditions here at St. Catherine of Siena has been the Pastor’s Annual Stewardship Award.  The first Stewardship Award was awarded 20 years to Andrew Young, and since then many parishioners who have donated time and effort have been so honoured.  Unfortunately the Award fell into abeyance in 2004.  The upside of that is that it leaves me a number of years to fill (albeit after the fact).  One of the most difficult things about the Award (from my perspective), is who to choose, as there are so many parishioners deserving to be recognized.  At any rate I have settled on the recipients for the years 2004 through 2006; Deeda Calderazzo for 2004; Fran and Bob Chrownowski for 2005; and Richard Kane for 2006.

   Deeda has long been a driving force for Ecumenism at St. Catherine’s, representing the parish at the Great Falls Ecumenical Council, but has also been very active in many other ways, for example, getting volunteer families to take in members of the Ukrainian and English youth Choirs that visited several years ago.  Deeda also raised $10,000 for the Catholic Church to sponsor a room at the Ecumenical Mary’s House, a home for young mothers in crisis, as well as planning days of recollection,  both for the parish and the Great Falls Ecumenical Council.

   Bob and Fran Chronowski were equally active in the parish until they moved out west almost two years ago.  Fran functioned for years as Sacristan for St. Catherine’s making sure that we had all the liturgical supplies that we needed.  Bob was always on hand if something went wrong with the Church lights or heating and air conditioning.  In addition they donated the beautiful Divine Mercy Tapestry which hangs in the Church vestibule.  They also provided a great deal of personal support for the priests of St. Catherine’s.  They are sorely missed.

   In the Winter of 2005-2006, longtime parishioner Richard Kane came in at my request to straighten out parish finances, which had been sadly neglected.  Richard’s work paved the way for our current financial director, Richard Webb.  Additionally, Richard was very supportive of me personally, and a tremendous help during the staff upheavals that occurred that winter.  As a member of the Parish Finance Council, Richard Kane continues to lend the parish his valuable expertise in our financial planning.     My heartfelt thanks go out to the new recipients of the Pastor’s Stewardship Award, as well as to the many, many other parishioners who are deserving of recognition for their fine service to St. Catherine’s.

(The Award for 2007 will be announced at Easter).  

The Immaculate Conception

of  the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday, December 8th is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Mass times are December 7th at 7:30 p.m. and December 8th at 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

“Our” Seminarian’s

When writing your Christmas cards, please include our seminarian’s Mick Kelly and Matthew DeForest.       Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their studies.   Both would be more than happy to receive some encouraging words.  Their address is as follows:

Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary


16000 Old Emmitsburg Road


Emmitsburg, Maryland  21727-7797

Pray for our Military Service Personnel
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Please keep in your prayers our men and women serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia and other dangerous parts of the world especially:

Jordan Bowren, Jeff Campbell, Douglas Dillon, 

Christopher Frediani, Joe Gibson, Chad Godfrey,

Bryan Grimes,  Erik Hood, Brian Horn,  Brendan McCarthy, Matt McKee, Chris Nagle, Mark O’Neil, Matthew Rowell.
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  The Blessed Sacrament

THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

Let us put the Eucharist at the center of our lives as Catholic Christians – let us claim a deeper faith in this wonderful truth.  St. James says, “If you want wisdom, pray for it.”  It follows then, that if we want faith, let us pray for it.  God sets our hearts on fire.  All we need is faith in God, and then our very lives will affect the lives of those around us.  We have to know that we know our Eucharistic King.  With the help of God, may we remain steadfast in this pursuit.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

There are times when a scheduled adorer may need a substitute to fill in for them.  When this happens, please utilize the substitute call list.

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

Holy Hour is at 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday and First Friday.

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration is every Wednesday and every First Friday, beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass and ending the following morning just before the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

The Icon of Divine Mercy
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On the weekend of December 9th, the Icon of Divine Mercy will be visiting our parish.  This particular image is a replica of the icon of Divine Mercy displayed in Krakow, Poland where the late, Holy Father, John Paul II dedicated the whole world to Divine Mercy.  This is a true icon painted for the Diocese of Arlington, by Polish artist, Anna Sekowska who fasted and prayed during the creation of the icon.  This icon will remain with us for one week, giving us the unique opportunity to pray together as a parish for the healing of families.  Accompanying the icon will be five smaller replicas of the icon.  These replicas will go to five families in our parish who have agreed to pray one rosary and one Divine Mercy chaplet each day that the icon remains in their possession. All families are encouraged to participate by taking one of the prayer cards with the same image that will be provided by the Office for Family Life and to unite their prayers with everyone in the diocese for peace and healing in families.

Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of November 24/25.  The regular collection brought in $13,845 and the Poor Box yielded $179. The Thanksgiving collection yielded $661.  In addition thank you for your generous contributions for November 17/18.  The regular collection brought in $16,939, and the Poor Box yielded $234.  The offering for Fuel yielded $241, the Retirement Fund for Religious yielded $145, and the Church in Africa collection brought $125.  The Poor Box offerings of $1,467 for November will go to benefit Covenant House.

Lector’s Meeting

There is a mandatory lector’s meeting on Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 p.m., led by Fr. Drummond.  All current and new lector’s should attend.  New lectors will be scheduled after the meeting.

Lost and Found

If you have lost anything in the past year: sunglasses, bibles, umbrellas, etcetera, please contact our parish secretary in the rectory.  Within the past two weeks we have found a professional camera.  Any items that remain unclaimed may be given away.
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PRO-Life Green Sale    

The annual PRO-Life Green Sale in support of A Woman’s Choice will be held following all Masses the weekend of December 1st & 2nd.  Decorate your home and doors with beautiful and fragrant large wreaths and sprays.  Advent candles and wreaths will also be available.  A Woman’s Choice is a non-profit pro-life organization that provides many services to women concerning their pregnancy, e.g. information on abortion, adoption and pregnancy; providing infant through toddler clothing/supplies; counseling for women of past abortions.  So, beautify your home and at the same time support one of the Church’s most important ministries.
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The Knights of Columbus News    


Pancake Breakfast

Today, December 2nd  the Knights will sponsor a Pancake Breakfast, in Bishop Justs Hall, following the 8:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses.  All are cordially invited.

Business Meeting

Tuesday, December 4th, at 7:30 p.m. in Padre Pio Hall, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Christmas Tree Sale
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The Padre Pio Council of the Knights of Columbus will again be selling fresh cut Christmas trees at St. Catherine’s on weekends from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. beginning Sunday, November 25th.  Free local delivery is available.  Shop early for the best selection and remember, all our proceeds go to charity.
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The Women’s Association

The next WA meeting will be held on Thursday, January 10th, 2008.
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A Heartfelt Thank You! 

The Women’s Association would like to thank everyone for supporting this year’s Annual Pie Sale.  The charities that will benefit include the Challenge Girls that meet at St. Catherine of Siena, Seminarians of the Diocese of Arlington and Fr. Dan Nudd’s Mission in Africa.

[image: image10.jpg]


Christmas Ornament Exchange Party

Save the Date!!! Thursday, December 6th to be held at Bernadette Falcon’s house.  The Women’s Association invites all women (members and current non-members) to attend our annual Christmas Exchange Party.  Please bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share and a wrapped religious ornament (if possible, valued at $10.00) so that you can participate and join in the fun, as we play our ornament exchange game.  To RSVP and for directions please contact Katie Abruzzino at keabruzzino@msn.com or call 703.689.2531 and leave a message.

Christian Foundation for Children & Aging

Please welcome Rev. John Quinn who will be with us the weekend of December 8/9 to celebrate Masses and tell us about the work of CFCA.  CFCA is a lay Catholic sponsorship ministry that helps children and the elderly in 25 developing countries.  To learn more, call 800.875.6564 or visit CFCA online at www.cfcausa.org.

3rd Annual Siena Academy Book Fair
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The Book Fair will be held from November 28th through December 4th in Bishop Justs Hall.  In addition to the beautiful children’s books we will be offering Montessori items for the home from Michael Olaf, Tag Toys, and Appleseed Educational.  Special Mary Kay gift sets will also be on hand for that special person on your Christmas list.  Everyone is invited to come and see what the excitement is all about.  All proceeds from the sale will benefit Siena Academy as it continues to grow and amaze us all!  
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 2007 - 2008

November

26, 27
All classes in session

December

3,4
All classes in session

10,11
All classes in session

17,18
All classes in session

24,25
No classes in session

31
No classes in session

January

1
No classes in session

7,8
All classes in session

9
Confraternity meeting

14,15
All classes in session

21
No classes in session

22
All classes in session

28
No classes in session

29
All classes in session
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Let no one despise your youth, but set the   believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  1 Timothy 4:12

Catholic Youth Organization 2007
CYO

December 1
Recreation room make-over

December 2
Meeting

December 15
Christmas Party

Junior CYO
December 14
Ice Skating

Angel Tree
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The CYO teenagers will decorate the annual Angel Tree in the narthex.  The gifts donated by parishioners will go to Catholic Charities of Arlington.  Please take an angel, (or two) and leave the unwrapped gift under the tree by Sunday, December 16h.  Thank you for your generosity at this blessed time of the year.

St. Catherine of Siena 
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Adult Bible Study

“From Adam to Jesus – A Journey through the Bible”

What is the story of salvation?  Do you know the people and places of the Holy Bible, but wonder what they have to do with the big picture?  Would you like to learn about Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Jesus, Peter and Paul?  This Bible study is an introduction to the main story of the Bible: the History of Salvation.

Through this Bible study, you will easily learn:

►   What is the Bible and how is it organized?

►   How to read and study the Bible?

►   Who are the main characters of the Bible?

►   What are the major events of the Bible?

Using the Holy Bible, the Catechism, and the wisdom of the Church Fathers, along with Scott Hahn’s “A Father Who Keeps His Promises: God’s Covenant Love in Scripture” and Jeff Cavins’  “The Great Adventure” we will explore the passages of the Holy Bible with our eyes toward the big picture of Salvation History.

Classes resume November 28th and 29th with the Book of Exodus!

Two convenient sessions for you to choose from!

Evening Session

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. in Padre Pio Hall

Morning Session

Fridays 10:00 a.m. in Bishop Justs Hall

Babysitting is available by appointment on Friday mornings. Please contact the Office of Religious Education for more information.  Remember to bring your Bible!

Holy Land Christians
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Be prepared to purchase some beautifully olive wood hand-carved items just in time for Christmas.  There will be a display of unique and unusual hand-made carvings from the town of Bethlehem in the narthex the weekend of December 15/16.  Made by the Christians of Bethlehem, they supply a much- needed source of income.  Buy some of your Christmas gifts and support our Christian brethren at the same time.
The Over Fifty Club of St. Catherine of Siena

[image: image17.jpg]


Extending an invitation for any Senior to join our Social Club.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in Bishop Justs Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  There are interesting speakers, trips, special luncheons and a fun social time to meet new people.  We also have a social bridge group that meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Single’s or couples are warmly welcomed.  For more information contact Mary Ann at 703.404.8677, or Madeline at 703.759.2605.

The Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips

(  March 4 -13   A ten-day trip to Spain, Portugal and Fatima.  Includes: Madrid, Granada, Seville and Lisbon.  Departure is from Dulles Airport.

(  March 14  A day trip to the new Newseum (The interactive Museum of News) in Washington, D.C.  $56.00

(  April 4  “Daniel and the Lions Den” At the magnificent Sight & Sound Millennium Theatre in Lancaster.    One of the most outstanding shows you’ll ever see.  Buffet dinner included after the performance. Complete package $109.  Filled, but taking back-up list.

(   April 16 -17 An overnight trip to Greenbrier Resort in W. VA.  Fifty million dollars of renovation, dinner, breakfast, tea, bowling, indoors pool and tour of the Bunkers (former U.S. Government Relocation Facility) facilities for 1,100 people underground – Project called “Greek Island”.

April 25 Day trip to Mt. Vernon (beautifully redecorated) $59.00.

(  September - EWTN trip is being scheduled.  Please call for details and registration.

(  October 8 to 22  England, Scotland and Wales (15 days).  Includes tours of Edinburgh, Lake District, Snowdonia, Cotswolds, London. Departure from Dulles Airport.

You do not need to be a senior to join us, or a member of the Club.  Please call the following for more information and/or registration.

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Lorraine at 703.448.9181.

Second Collection – December 8th – 9th

The diocesan-wide second collection on December 8/9 will benefit Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington.  All money donated will go to support the many programs of Catholic Charities: soup kitchen, food pantry, hypothermia shelter, adoption, foster care, pregnancy counseling, family services counseling, elderly services, immigration services (Hogar Hispano), prison ministry, parish social ministry and services for the disabled.  For more information, call 703.841.3833.

Siena Academy Gala Affair
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Save the date! 

Saturday, January 26, 2008 

Calling all parishioners.  Dinner, Auctions and more!  River Bend Golf and Country Club.  More details to follow in the coming weeks.  We look forward to seeing all of you there!

Opus Dei Recollection

A priest of the Opus Dei prelature presents an “Evening of Recollection” for women on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. in the church.
The schedule for “Evenings of Recollection” for men may be obtained by visiting Website: restonstudycenter.org.  For further information call  (703) 689-3433.
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In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: www.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others



Vocation Prayer:

O Mary, virgin and mother, draw close to your heart all those who are discerning the vocation to which your Son Jesus is inviting them.  Help them realize the presence of the Word within them and teach them to listen to Him in the silence of prayer, that they may respond with faithfulness and love.  Amen.

“They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks…”  If you think that God is calling you to serve the Lord of the harvest as a priest or in the consecrated life, call:

Fr. Brian Bashista at 703.841.2514,

or write: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

National Night of Prayer for Life
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St. Thomas More Cathedral invites all to a National  Night of Prayer for Life on December 8th.  Join with Americans across 4 time zones in a National Night of Prayer for Life.  Slated to being at 9:00 p.m., December 8th (Saturday) to 1:00 a.m., December 9th (Sunday), the date spans the Feast of the Immaculate Conception as well as Our Lady of Guadalupe’s first apparition to St. Juan Diego.  Pray for one or more hours to end abortion.

St. Thomas More is located at 3901 Cathedral Lane in Arlington, near North Glebe Rd. and Arlington Blvd.

Gabriel Project & Project Rachel
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Below are two assistance programs sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Arlington.  These programs are open to anyone in need, regardless of their faith.

Gabriel Project provides pregnancy assistance to women and men in crisis pregnancy. Call: 703.841.3810 or visit 

gabrielproject@arlingtondiocese.org.

Project Rachel provides assistance to those women and men who have suffered an abortion.  Call:(703) 841-2504 or: projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org.
Haven of Northern Virginia

Haven of Northern Virginia, an all-volunteer organization that provides free bereavement support, is offering a presentation on coping with the holidays after the death of a loved one.  The presentation is on Thursday, December 6th, from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Registration is required.  We are located at 4606 Ravensworth Road in Annandale.  For further information about Haven, please call 703.941.7000 or visit: www.havenofnova.org.

Catholic Charities Ball 2008

‘Charleston at Twilight’

Save the date! Black Tie - Friday, February 1, 2008

At the Ritz Carlton in Tyson’s Corner.  

Consider enjoying the evening with fellow parishioners by reserving a “Parish Table” – For ticket information and donation opportunities call Nancy Rowles at 703.255.0188 or email CCBall2008@att.net.

The Meaning of Advent
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The name Advent comes from the Latin words, advenire (to come to) and adventus (an arrival), and refers to Christ’s coming into this world.

It is that period of the year during which the Church requires the faithful to prepare for the celebration of the feast of Christmas, the anniversary of the birth and coming of Jesus Christ.  The mystery of that great day had every right to the honour of being prepared for by prayer and works of penance.  The focus of Advent is by no means limited to just Christ’s first coming.  An equal, if not more important theme found in the Advent Liturgy is the Second Coming of Christ when He comes again to judge the world.  It is somewhat similar to Lent, which prepares us for Easter, the greatest feast in the calendar of the Church.  Originally the observance of Advent was made up of fasting and took up forty days as with Lent, but was reduced to four weeks.  

The first allusion to Advent’s being reduced to four weeks is to be found in the ninth century, in a letter of Pope St. Nicholas I to the Bulgarians.  The first Sunday of Advent is the Sunday closest to 30 November; the feast of St. Andrew and the fourth Sunday of Advent is the Sunday before 25 December.  The first Sunday of Advent falls between November 27 and December 3.  The Advent season will thus have between 21 and 28 days, depending upon where this Sunday falls.  The first Sunday of Advent is also the first Sunday of the new Church liturgical year.  Advent marks the beginning of the new Church calendar.  

The liturgical colour for the season of Advent is purple, for purple shows the majesty, which heralds the coming of the King of Kings.

 From the Vatican
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The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for December 2007

General: 

That human society may be solicitous in the care of all those stricken with AIDS, especially children and women, and that the Church may make them feel the Lord’s love.

Mission:

That the incarnation of the Son of God, which the Church celebrates solemnly at Christmas, may help the peoples of the Asiatic Continent to recognize God’s Envoy, the only Savior of the world, in Jesus.



















