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Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 9


7:30 a.m.
James Fairbairn (
8:45 a.m.
Jill Shafer (

10:30 a.m.
Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
Herbert Ballweg (
Monday, December 10 


9:00 a.m.
 Elizabeth T. O’Malley

Tuesday, December 11



9:00 a.m.
Lawrence Engelhard (


Wednesday, December 12


9:00 a.m.
Unborn Babies & Their Parents

Thursday, December 13


9:00 a.m.  
Jill Shafer (
Friday, December 14


9:00 a.m.  
John Joseph Collins( 

Saturday, December 15

9:00 a.m.
Larry Engelhard


5:30 p.m.
Jill Shafer (
Daily Scriptures

READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Second Sunday of Advent  

Is 11:1-10, Ps 72, Rom 15:4-9, Mt 3:1-12

Monday – Advent Weekday

Is 35:1-10, Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday – St. Damasus, I, Pope
Is 40:1-11, Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday – Our Lady of Guadalupe

Zec 2:14-17, Lk 1:26-38

Thursday – St. Lucy

Is 41:13-20, Mt 11:11-15

Friday – St. John of the Cross

Is 48:17-19, Mt 11:16-19

Saturday – Advent Weekday

Sir 48:1-4,9-11, Mt 17:9a,10-13
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Remember in your prayers the sick of our Parish, especially: 
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 Maryann Baron, Joshua Basile,

 Heather Black, Baby Madison Black, 

Jose Campos, John & Moira Connor,  

Baby Natasha deSa, Marjorie Dolak,

Maria Keran, Joan Loftis, Carol McCarty,

Baby Peter Michalski, Lien Shinta,

Baby Anthony Yantiss

A Word from Fr. Drummond

      The word Advent is derived from the Latin word adventus meaning arrival.  The word adventus is itself a conjunction of the preposition ad, to or toward, and the verb venio, to come.  The arrival we await is, of course, that of our Lord Jesus Christ:  the coming of God among us in the form of a helpless baby.  It is thus the season that celebrates the sanctity of all innocent Human Life from the very moment of conception.  

   Near the beginning of the season of Advent we celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  This feast commemorates the fact that Mary, like her divine Son, was conceived free from original sin so that she would be a pure vessel from whom our Lord would take His human nature.  This feast also underscores the sanctity of Human Life from conception, the very instant of its origin.

   This aspect of Advent is unfortunately all too often overlooked as we all get caught up in the secular and material aspect of the season, counting down the number of shopping days left until Christmas.  As Catholics we should take this time to reorient ourselves to the true meaning of Advent as a season of Life – Life in Christ.  We should keep in mind that it is a penitential season intended for increased acts of penitence, of increased prayer, and increased alms-giving.  As a society, we have much for which we need to do penance, particularly when it comes to the most innocent and vulnerable of our brothers and sisters, the unborn.  If we would truly make a place in our hearts for the Babe of Bethlehem then we must work for a society that will do away with the horror of abortion and greet the arrival of all children, as yet in the womb, with the same love that we would offer the newly born Christ Child.



         †
Pray for our Military Service Personnel

Please keep in your prayers our men and women serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia and other dangerous parts of the world especially:

Jordan Bowren, Jeff Campbell, Douglas Dillon, 

Christopher Frediani, Joe Gibson, Chad Godfrey,

Bryan Grimes,  Erik Hood, Brian Horn,  Brendan McCarthy, Matt McKee, Chris Nagle, Mark O’Neil, Matthew Rowell.
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St. Catherine of Siena - Christmas 2007

Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo
Christmas 

Holy Day of Obligation
December 24, Monday

5:30 p.m. Family Mass with Treble Choir


11:30 p.m. Choral Prelude


12:00 Midnight

          Solemn Latin Mass (Novus Ordo) Choir & Strings
December 25, Tuesday 

Masses at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:00 p.m.

Octave of Christmas – Feast of the Holy Family

December 29, Saturday – Vigil Mass at 5:30 p.m.
December 30, Sunday - Masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m. (Latin), and   1:00 p.m.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Holy Day of Obligation
December 31, Monday - Vigil Mass at 7:30 p.m.
January 1, Tuesday 

Masses at 10:00 a.m., 12:00 noon
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The Icon of Divine Mercy Is Here
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This weekend, the Icon of Divine Mercy will be visiting our parish.  This particular image is a replica of the icon of Divine Mercy displayed in Krakow, Poland where the late, Holy Father, John Paul II dedicated the whole world to Divine Mercy. This is a true icon painted for the Diocese of Arlington, by Polish artist, Anna Sekowska who fasted and prayed during the creation of the icon.  This icon will remain with us for one week, giving us the unique opportunity to pray together as a parish for the healing of families.  Accompanying the icon will be five smaller replicas of the icon.  These replicas will go to five families in our parish who have agreed to pray one rosary and one Divine Mercy chaplet each day that the icon remains in their possession. All families are encouraged to participate by taking one of the prayer cards with the same image that will be provided by the Office for Family Life and to unite their prayers with everyone in the diocese.
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      The Blessed Sacrament

THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

Spending time with Jesus is not going to happen without effort on our part.  The God who created us without our consent will only recreate us with our consent.  However, there are many sources we can draw from to strengthen our faith and commitment to the Eucharist.  Offered here are a few of these to assist you on your journey.

First we must humble ourselves.  Scripture gives many passages on humility for us to reflect upon:

He who humbles himself will be exalted.  Matt: 23:12

Unless the seed fall to the ground and dies, it cannot bear fruit.  John 12:24

Unless you deny yourself and take up your cross daily, you cannot be my disciple.  Mark: 8:34
Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

There are times when a scheduled adorer may need a substitute to fill in for them.  When this happens, please utilize the substitute call list.

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

Holy Hour is at 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday and First Friday.

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration is every Wednesday and every First Friday, beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass and ending the following morning just before the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

“Our” Seminarian’s

When writing your Christmas cards, please include our seminarian’s Mick Kelly and Matthew DeForest.       Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their studies.   Both would be more than happy to receive some encouraging words.  Their address is as follows:

Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary


16000 Old Emmitsburg Road


Emmitsburg, Maryland  21727-7797

Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of December 1/2.  The regular collection brought in $25,181 and the Poor Box yielded $318.  The offering for the Immaculate Conception brought $70 and Catholic Charities yielded $45.

Christian Foundation for Children & Aging

Please welcome Rev. John Quinn.  Father Quinn will  celebrate Masses this weekend and tell us about the work of CFCA.  CFCA is a lay Catholic sponsorship ministry that helps children and the elderly in 25 developing countries.  To learn more, call 800.875.6564 or visit CFCA online at www.cfcausa.org.
Christmas Tree Sale
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The Padre Pio Council of the Knights of Columbus will again be selling fresh cut Christmas trees at St. Catherine’s on weekends from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. beginning Sunday, November 25th.  Free local delivery is available.  Shop early for the best selection and remember, all our proceeds go to charity.

Angel Tree
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The CYO teenagers will decorate the annual Angel Tree in the narthex.  The gifts donated by parishioners will go to Catholic Charities of Arlington.  Please take an angel, (or two) and leave the unwrapped gift under the tree by Sunday, December 16h.  Thank you for your generosity at this blessed time of the year.

Holy Land Christians
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Be prepared to purchase some beautifully olive wood hand-carved items just in time for Christmas.  There will be a display of unique and unusual hand-made carvings from the town of Bethlehem in the narthex the weekend of December 15/16.  Made by the Christians of Bethlehem, they supply a much- needed source of income.  Buy some of your Christmas gifts and support our Christian brethren at the same time.
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The Over Fifty Club of St. Catherine of Siena

Extending an invitation for any Senior to join our Social Club.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in Bishop Justs Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  There are interesting speakers, trips, special luncheons and a fun social time to meet new people.  We also have a social bridge group that meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Single’s or couples are warmly welcomed.  For more information contact Mary Ann at 703.404.8677, or Madeline at 703.759.2605.

Lector’s Meeting

There is a mandatory lector’s meeting on Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 p.m., led by Fr. Drummond.  All current and new lector’s should attend.  New lectors will be scheduled after the meeting.

Opus Dei Recollection

A priest of the Opus Dei prelature presents an “Evening of Recollection” for women on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. in the church.
The schedule for “Evenings of Recollection” for men may be obtained by visiting Website: restonstudycenter.org.  For further information call  (703) 689-3433.
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 2007 - 2008

December

10,11
All classes in session

17,18
All classes in session

24,25
No classes in session

31
No classes in session

January

1
No classes in session

7,8
All classes in session

9
Confraternity meeting

14,15
All classes in session

21
No classes in session

22
All classes in session

28
No classes in session

29
All classes in session
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Let no one despise your youth, but set the   believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  1 Timothy 4:12

Catholic Youth Organization 2007
CYO

December 15
Christmas Party

Junior CYO
December 14
Ice Skating

St. Catherine of Siena Adult Bible Study
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“From Adam to Jesus – A Journey through the Bible”
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What is the story of salvation?  Do you know the people and places of the Holy Bible, but wonder what they have to do with the big picture?  Would you like to learn about Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Jesus, Peter and Paul?  This Bible study is an introduction to the main story of the Bible: the History of Salvation.

Through this Bible study, you will easily learn:

►   What is the Bible and how is it organized?

►   How to read and study the Bible?

►   Who are the main characters of the Bible?

►   What are the major events of the Bible?

Using the Holy Bible, the Catechism, and the wisdom of the Church Fathers, along with Scott Hahn’s “A Father Who Keeps His Promises: God’s Covenant Love in Scripture” and Jeff Cavins’  “The Great Adventure” we will explore the passages of the Holy Bible with our eyes toward the big picture of Salvation History.

Classes resume November 28th and 29th with the Book of Exodus!

Two convenient sessions for you to choose from!

Evening Session

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. in Padre Pio Hall

Morning Session

Fridays 10:00 a.m. in Bishop Justs Hall

Babysitting is available by appointment on Friday mornings. Please contact the Office of Religious Education for more information.  Remember to bring your Bible!

The Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips

(  March 4 -13   A ten-day trip to Spain, Portugal and Fatima.  Includes: Madrid, Granada, Seville and Lisbon.  Departure is from Dulles Airport.

(  March 14  A day trip to the new Newseum (The interactive Museum of News) in Washington, D.C.  $56.00

(  April 4  “Daniel and the Lions Den” At the magnificent Sight & Sound Millennium Theatre in Lancaster.    One of the most outstanding shows you’ll ever see.  Buffet dinner included after the performance. Complete package $109.  Filled, but taking back-up list.

(   April 16 -17 An overnight trip to Greenbrier Resort in W. VA.  Fifty million dollars of renovation, dinner, breakfast, tea, bowling, indoors pool and tour of the Bunkers (former U.S. Government Relocation Facility) facilities for 1,100 people underground – Project called “Greek Island”.

April 25 Day trip to Mt. Vernon (beautifully redecorated) $59.00.

(  September - EWTN trip is being scheduled.  Please call for details and registration.

(  October 8 to 22  England, Scotland and Wales (15 days).  Includes tours of Edinburgh, Lake District, Snowdonia, Cotswolds, London. Departure from Dulles Airport.

You do not need to be a senior to join us, or a member of the Club.  Please call the following for more information and/or registration.

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Lorraine at 703.448.9181.

The Women’s Association
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The next WA meeting will be held on Thursday, January 10th, 2008.

Siena Academy Gala Affair

Save the date! 

Saturday, January 26, 2008 

Calling all parishioners.  Dinner, Auctions and more!  River Bend Golf and Country Club.  More details to follow in the coming weeks.  We look forward to seeing all of you there!
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In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: www.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others



Vocation Prayer:

O Mary, virgin and mother, draw close to your heart all those who are discerning the vocation to which your Son Jesus is inviting them.  Help them realize the presence of the Word within them and teach them to listen to Him in the silence of prayer, that they may respond with faithfulness and love.  Amen.

Are you called to be “A herald’s voice in the desert” preparing the way of the Lord in the hearts of His people?  If you are considering a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, call: Fr. Brian Bashista at 703.841.2514,

or write: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

Gabriel Project & Project Rachel
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Below are two assistance programs sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Arlington.  These programs are open to anyone in need, regardless of their faith.

Gabriel Project provides pregnancy assistance to women and men in crisis pregnancy. Call: 703.841.3810 or visit gabrielproject@arlingtondiocese.org.

Project Rachel provides assistance to those women and men who have suffered an abortion.  Call:(703) 841-2504 or: projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org.

St. Thomas More Cathedral Concerts

Sunday, December 9th – 7:30 p.m.

Immerse yourself in the peace and joy of this wonderful season!  Come join the Bishop of Arlington, Cathedral clergy, lay readers, Cathedral Choir, Youth Choir, and Hand-bell Choir for an inspirational evening filled with candles, carols, and seasonal readings in the beauty of St. Thomas More Cathedral.  All are invited to a reception following the Service.

Evening Retreats for Men

Sponsored by Regnum Christi – two locations

(  Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center

The first Wednesday of every month from 7:00 p.m.-9:45 p.m.  Retreats begin with Mass and include dinner and opportunities for Confession.  Located at 7007 Bradley Blvd., in Bethesda, MD.  Information: 302.365.0612.

(  St. Timothy Catholic Church

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.  Includes Mass, two talks, opportunities for Confession and refreshments.  All men over 18 years of age are invited.  Located at 13807 Poplar Tree Rd., Chantilly.  Information: 703.631.4976.

Catholic Charities Ball 2008

‘Charleston at Twilight’

Save the date! Black Tie - Friday, February 1, 2008

At the Ritz Carlton in Tyson’s Corner.  

Consider enjoying the evening with fellow parishioners by reserving a “Parish Table” – For ticket information and donation opportunities call Nancy Rowles at 703.255.0188 or email CCBall2008@att.net.

 From the Vatican
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The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for December 2007

General: 

That human society may be solicitous in the care of all those stricken with AIDS, especially children and women, and that the Church may make them feel the Lord’s love.

Mission:

That the incarnation of the Son of God, which the Church celebrates solemnly at Christmas, may help the peoples of the Asiatic Continent to recognize God’s Envoy, the only Savior of the world, in Jesus.

The Rosary 

The word Rosary comes from the Latin rosarium, meaning a wreath or crown (chaplet) of roses which was used to denote a collection of sayings and prayers.  In Catholic parlance, “rosary” refers to the standard 5 or 15 decade prayer beads, and if a strand has any other number of beads, it is called a chaplet.

The Rosary Prayers are powerful and efficacious in seeking Christ, and as weapons against evil.  The very power of the words themselves can lead those who feel weak in their prayer life toward a deeper relationship with Jesus, through his Blessed Mother (who always, and only points the way to Him), by creating a general mood, and an attitude and posture of prayer, through which their open spirits can learn from the Holy Spirit.

The Rosary is a prayer taken directly from Holy Scripture, with the first part of the Hail Mary taken from the words of the Archangel Gabriel, who called Mary “Full of Grace,”  and the second part from the lips of Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, who exclaimed, “Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!”  The Holy Catholic Rosary is the life and ministry of Jesus, given to us by the Virgin Mary herself for meditation and prayer in an orderly, reverential manner, whereby we learn who Jesus is.

The Rosary IS not a mantra, nor a good luck charm, nor a magic spell, or to be worn as ornamentation.  To pray the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a sweet chain linking us go God!

 The Rosary: 

(  Can offer a focus point, a way of keeping the mind still        while praying.

(   Can provide an “anchor,” something solid to hold onto.

(   Has been used for hundreds of years.

In using the Rosary we touch the traditions and heritage of the ages.
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         PRAY  THE  ROSARY



















