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Mass Intentions

Sunday, March 23


8:00 a.m.
John & Anne Ochs (

 


10:00 a.m.
Pro Populo 

12:00 noon
Natasha Marie deSa

Monday, March 24 


9:00 a.m.
Elizabeth Rooney (
Tuesday, March 25



9:00 a.m.
Anneke Coleman
Wednesday, March 26


9:00 a.m.
Lois Karcha

Thursday, March 27

9:oo a.m.  Dan, Tom, Marie Bernier Children

Friday, March 28


9:00 a.m.
Patrick Stapelton

Saturday, March 29 


9:00 a.m.
James & Iris Daly


5:30 p.m.
Prudence Baysic (

Daily Scriptures

READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – Easter – The Resurrection of the Lord

Acts 10:34a,37-43, Ps 118, Col 3:1-4, Jn 20: 1-9

Monday – Weekday in the Octave of Easter

Acts 2:14,22-33, Ps 16, Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday – Weekday in the Octave of Easter

Acts 2:36-41, Ps 33, Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday – Weekday in the Octave of Easter

Acts 3:1-10, Ps 105, Lk 24:13-35

Thursday – Weekday in the Octave of Easter

Acts 3:11-26, Ps 8, Lk 24:35-48

Friday – Weekday in the Octave of Easter

Acts 4:1-12, Ps 118, Jn 21:1-14

Saturday – Saturday in the Octave of Easter 

Acts 4:13-21, Ps 118, Mk 16:9-15
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Remember in your prayers the sick and homebound of our Parish, especially: 
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Sinite Parbulos



Maryann Baron, Joshua Basile,

Baby Madison Black, Lila Brown,

Jose Campos, Moira Connor,

Baby Natasha deSa, Marjorie Dolak,

Danny Frey, Maria Keran, Evelyn LaPlante, Joan Loftis, Carol McCarty,

Baby Peter Michalski, Lien Shinta,


      Suzanne Willett, Margaret & Jack Wood,

                   Baby Anthony Yantiss

A Word from the Pastor

   People sometimes accuse me of having a strange sense of humour.  For example, I have been known to solemnly tell a gullible person, “This year there will be no Easter eggs.”  “Why?” comes the bewildered response. “A hunter accidentally shot the Easter Bunny … but he was delicious.”  Then it dawns on the person that Father is not quite serious.

   The Easter Bunny actually has nothing to do with Easter, the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour.  Some people like to pontificate that the Easter Bunny is an example of a pagan symbol incorporated into Christian culture.  At one of my earlier assignments a parishioner gave me a plush and very cute bunny, which I sat on the counter of the rectory kitchen.  The Pastor came in and exclaimed,” Where did that obscene thing come from?”  “What are you talking about?” I asked.  “That!” he said, pointing to the bunny, “Is a fertility symbol!”  With that he stormed out of the kitchen.  An older Priest, who was sitting at the kitchen table, rolled his eyes and said wearily, “That’s just a cuddly little Easter Bunny.”   Between the two of us we agreed the Pastor had never been a child.  

   True, rabbits – or bunnies – may be seen as fertility symbols, but so too may Easter eggs.  And, what is particularly wrong with fertility?  Did not God tell Noah and his family, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the Earth?”  (Gen.9:1).  One of my great joys here at St. Catherine’s is the great number of children.  We have some very fertile families here. (Something in the Holy Water, maybe?).

   What does this have to do with Easter?  Why, Life, of course.  Our Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins that we might rise with Him to everlasting Life.  Easter is the ultimate celebration of Life.  Easter eggs and Easter Bunnies may have their origins in fertility symbols, which would make them symbols of Life, and as such quite fitting for Easter.  And when made of chocolate or marzipan, quite delicious too!  
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Pray for our Military Service Personnel

Please keep in your prayers our men and women serving in dangerous parts of the world, especially:

Jordan Bowren,

Jeff Campbell,

Douglas Dillon,

Christopher Frediani,

Brian Horn,

Brendan McCarthy,

Mark O’Neil, Matthew Rowell
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             Come Unto Me

    The Blessed Sacrament
THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

Holy Hour is at 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday.

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration is every Wednesday and every First Friday, beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass and ending the following morning just before the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Opus Dei Recollection

A priest of the Opus Dei prelature presents an “Evening of Recollection” for women on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. in the church.
The schedule for “Evenings of Recollection” for men may be obtained by visiting Website: restonstudycenter.org.  For further information call  (703) 689-3433.
Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of March 15/16.  The regular collection brought in $19,625 and the Poor Box yielded $939.  
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On this DAY of days we offer a joyful sacrifice of praise to the Father who raised his Son from the dead.  Let us be intent upon the life Christ offers us, Christ our Passover who has been sacrificed.

Pictorial Parish Directory 
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St. Catherine’s has contracted with Olan Mills to create a new pictorial directory for our parish.  Please plan to participate, as we are hoping to have all our parishioners (individuals, and families) pictured in our new directory.  Each individual or family photographed will receive a free copy of the directory, as well as an Olan Mills custom color 8 x 10 portrait just for participating.  There is no obligation to purchase portraits, although photographs will be available for sale.  

Photo Dates are: March 24 – 29 and April 9 – 12.  Weekday hours are: 3:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Saturday hours are: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

You may make your appointment by signing up at the display located in the Narthex of the Church, or online at www.signup.olanmills.com.  You must have a valid email address to schedule an appointment online.

►Click: Schedule New Appointment

►Ignore field: Church Contract Number
►Type in the Church phone number: 7037594350 at the        required field.

►Fill in all required fields under Photography Appointment    Information/Church Membership List Information.  (Save)

►Select the month and time on the calendar.

When making your appointment, please select the earliest date and time that is best for you.  If you are available during weekday afternoons, please consider one of those appointment times.  Please plan to allow 1 hour for your appointment.

This is an important project that has value only if everyone participates.  The directory will help you know other parishioners in our parish and will serve as an important picture historical document that you will treasure for years to come.  Make your appointment today!
[image: image8.jpg]



   The Knights of Columbus News             


17th Annual Easter Egg Hunt & Egg Roll

The Padre Pio Council of the Knights of Columbus invite all children of the Parish to participate in our 17th Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Egg Roll to be held at St. Catherine’s on Easter Sunday, March 23rd following the 1:00 p.m. Mass.  No pre-registration is required, just bring a basket or bag to take home your treats.  Questions? Please call Jim Hanlon at 703.759.6539.

Patriotic Exemplification

There will be a Fourth Degree (Patriotic) Exemplification at St. Timothy’s Catholic Church, hosted by Fr. Robert E. Nudd Council in Chantilly, Virginia on Saturday, May 17th.  Third Degree candidates wishing to attend should contact David Wilson, Sr., at 703.404.1245 for application and additional information.

KOVAR

The Padre Pio Council of the Knights of Columbus needs volunteers to collect money and distribute candy at the annual KOVAR weekend, April 17–20.  Duties involve standing at designated locations and soliciting contributions for the mentally challenged.  KOVAR, (Knights of Virginia Assisting God’s Special People), is a charity established in 1971 to provide financial assistance to tax exempt organizations providing training and assistance to citizens with intellectually disabilities.  KOVAR has funded projects such as home loans, transportation assistance, group home furnishings, training programs, startup programs, and the Special Olympics.  This is our chance to share some of the blessings God has bestowed on us with the less fortunate.  Please contact Mike Fabrizi at 703.847.0690 or mike.fabrizi@gmail.com.
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Holy Land Christians

On the weekend of April 5/6 there will be a display of unique olivewood handmade carvings in the Narthex available for purchase after all Masses. These beautiful carvings are made by the Christians of Bethlehem, supplying a much-needed source of income.  These brothers and sisters of ours are enduring hardships at this moment because of the volatile situation in their home country.  At one time Christians in the Holy Land comprised more than 30% of the population, now there is less than 1% because of persecution.  As Christians, please consider supporting our brothers and sisters in Bethlehem.  You can help them by purchasing some of these exquisite carvings.  For more information, please contact Feras at 202.302.5889 or visit www.BethlehemCarvings.com.  Thank you in advance for all your help and support!

Papal Blessings and Papal Audiences
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    Those interested in receiving a Papal Blessing for a special occasion (birthday, wedding or wedding anniversary), or are traveling to Rome and would like to attend a general Papal audience*, please contact the Parish Office (703.759.4350) at least three months in advance of the occasion to allow plenty of time to process paperwork.  The recipient of the Papal Blessing will receive a beautiful certificate.

*Papal audiences are held Wednesdays only and are subject to the Holy Father’s Health, travels and weekly schedule.

St. Catherine of Siena Website

For everything you ever wanted to know about

St. Catherine of Siena Parish, but forgot to ask during office hours, you may visit the parish Website at

http://st-catherines.net.
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Office of Religious Education

March CCD Class Calendar

24, 25
No classes - Easter Week

31, 4/1
All classes in session

April CCD Class Calendar

7
No Monday classes

8
All classes in session

14,15
All classes in session

21,22
All classes in session

28,29
All classes in session

May CCD Class Calendar

5, 6
All classes in session

12,13
All classes in session

16
First Holy Communion Practice, 6:00 p.m.

18
First Holy Communion, 8:45 a.m.

19,20
Final classes

July CCD Class Calendar

14-18   “The Week of Graces”  A weeklong catechetical enrichment program for children ages 5 to 12 years.

St. Catherine of Siena Adult Bible Study

“From Adam to Jesus

 – A Journey through the Bible”

Newcomers are welcome to join us at any time.  Please contact the Office of Religious Education at 703.759.3530 for more information.

 All you need is to bring your Bible!

Evening Session Thursdays 7:30 p.m. in classroom 11

Morning Session Fridays 10:00 a.m. in Bishop Justs Hall

3/27 & 3/28
No Bible Study – Easter Week

4/3 & 4/4
The Books of Samuel

4/10 & 4/11
The Books of Kings

4/17 & 4/18
The Books of Kings continued

4/24 & 4/25
The Books of Kings continued
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Siena Academy News
Children’s Corner  - Submitted by Monica Ryland
Children’s House North

The children are excited about the coming of Easter and are counting down the days until the end of Lent.  They are also concentrating on their work such as polishing, tracing, writing stories and continuing their work on the bead chain.

Children’s House South

The children have been working on the subtraction snake-game, land and water forms.  Like the other classrooms are counting down the days until Easter.

Elementary

The elementary students are preparing to celebrate the Liturgy of Light, in which the entire school will take part.  We would like to ask you to pray for Sister Janet, who is traveling in Jerusalem.  Thank you!

Car Raffle Update
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Proceeds from the car raffle will benefit the Siena Academy Hope Fund, which provides tuition assistance for parish families who otherwise cannot send their children to Siena Academy.

We still have more tickets available in the Siena Academy office!  Each ticket earns the purchaser a chance to win one of five cars or a cash prize ranging from $100 to $5,000!  The drawing will be held at All Saints Catholic Church in Manassas on April 26th.  You do not need to be present to win.  If you do not wish to participate in the raffle please return your tickets in the collection basket when you come to Mass.  Please remember that all unused raffle tickets must be returned to St. Catherine’s by April 7th.    For more information/questions please contact Angela Kane at 703.724.3587 or angkane@aol.com.

A Warm Welcome to Newcomers 
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If you are a visitor who regularly attends Mass at St. Catherine’s, it is very important we know who you are!  Please fill out a simple card at the Parish Office that will allow us to serve you better.  Being on the rolls of St. Catherine gives you a few benefits.  Mainly, the Priests get to know their flock by name, essential in times of illness or death and for receiving some of the Sacraments.  By using offertory envelopes with your name on them we can provide year-end tax information that is unavailable to those who place checks or cash in the collection. Year-end proof of donations is required on tax returns.  
Pro-Life Committee Agenda
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The Pro-Life Committee’s Rosary Group will pray the Rosary in front of the Falls Church Abortion Clinic on Saturday morning, March 29th.  The Group prays from 7:30am-8:15am.

It is approximately a 25-minute ride to and from St. Catherine’s to the clinic.  If you wish to participate and are in need of transportation please contact Mark Poirier (see contact information below), and he will pick you up at St. Catherine’s at 7:00 a.m. and drop you back off at St. Catherine’s.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Pro-Life Committee Group, please contact Mark at 703.421.7240  or: mark.g.poirier@saic.com.
Women’s Association News

Save the Date – Friday, May 16th
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The 2008 Women’s Association’s Annual Fashion Show/Luncheon/Chinese Auction will take place on Friday, May 16th at River Bend Golf and Country Club.  This renowned popular event raises funds for the Alexander DeFilippis Scholarship Fund (see following announcement). Each year the Women’s Association awards three $3,000 scholarships to graduating seniors in memory of Alexander DeFilippis.  Alexander was a St. Catherine of Siena parishioner who was tragically murdered, a result of a car jacking, while attending college at Virginia Tech.  The scholarships are open to high school seniors who are registered Parishioners and to those who are residents of Great Falls, McLean, Reston, Herndon, Vienna, Sterling and Potomac Falls (Parish membership is not required).  Information regarding the scholarship can be found at http://st.catherines.net or at your high school guidance department.  We are delighted to announce that this year’s Fashion Show will feature the latest in spring fashions and accessories from The Pink Palm.  Newly located to McLean, the store manager is eager to show off the 2008 Spring collection for ladies, as well as young ladies and children.  Lilly Pulitzer® clothing became a fashion hit when Jackie Kennedy, as first lady, wore a Lilly Paulizer® dress.  Mark your calendar and plan to attend!
A Ministry to Traveling Catholics

To locate a Catholic Church while traveling visit www.masstimes.org.  Search by using the name of the town you are traveling to, or by zip code.  You will find information on the closest Catholic Church to your destination, along with parish Mass times and directions.
Alexander DeFilippis Scholarships 2008

The Women’s Association is proud to announce it is accepting applications for 3 scholarships in the amount of $3,000 each to be awarded to high school seniors graduating in 2008.  Eligible students must reside in Great Falls or surrounding communities and be accepted at an accredited college or post-secondary school.  Scholarship awards are evaluated based on community service, good character, and maintaining a grade point average of 2.5 or higher.  Details and applications are available at http://st-catherines.net or from the guidance office of your high school.  Applications must be submitted by May 15, 2008.  Information: keabruzzino@msn.com.
The Over Fifty Club of St. Catherine of Siena

Extending an invitation to all Senior to join our Social Club.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month in Bishop Justs Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  There are interesting speakers, trips, special luncheons and a fun social time to meet new people.  We also have a social bridge group that meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Single’s or couples are warmly welcomed.  For more information contact Mary Ann at 703.404.8677, or Madeline at 703.759.2605.
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In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: www.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

Vocation Prayer:

Mother Mary, your immaculate heart was pierced with sorrow in order that our thoughts might be laid open in the light of Christ.  By your love and prayers, please obtain for us the grace of clarity and generous openness to the vocation to which Jesus is inviting us.  Amen.

“The Lord is risen, it is true!”  Through our baptism He calls us to proclaim new life to the world.  Pray for those who herald the Good News as priests, brothers and sisters.  If you think God may be inviting you to such a vocation, call: Fr. Brian Bashista: 703.841.2514, or write: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

From the Office of Vocations

Sunday, April 6th, from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Nun Run: A Women’s Vocation Day Trip to visit three women’s religious orders.  Single women age 17 and up, interested in attending call 703.841.2514 by April 1st.

Saturday, April 12 through Sunday, April 13th.

Men’s Discernment

Fr. Bashista will take the Men’s Discernment Group and any other men interested in finding out about the vocation to the priesthood to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood, PA.  Meals/lodging accommodations will be provided.  The group will leave from Our Lady of Lourdes at 10:30 a.m. and return on Sunday, April 13th at 5:00 p.m.  For reservations call 703.841.2514 or vocations@arlingtondiocese.org by April 8th.  

From the Office of Sacred Liturgy

Four workshops for new extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion will be held this year.

All workshops will be held on Saturday’s.

The dates and locations are:

April 5th, The Cathedral of St. Thomas More in Arlington.

April 12th at St. Mary’s in Fredericksburg.

April 19th at Christ the Redeemer in Sterling

May 10th at St. John’s in Warrenton. 

Times are from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon.

Those persons who are being proposed for service as new extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion must attend one of these workshops.

St. Joseph Men’s Society in Herndon

Save the date: Thursday, March 27th at 8:00 p.m.

The men of St. Catherine’s are invited to listen to the wisdom of Art Bennett as he presents his talk on

God, Men, Family, and Work.  

Mr. Bennett is host of the radio show, “Healthy Minds, Healthy Souls” heard on WUST 1120 AM.  He is also the director of the Alpha and Omega clinic, a Bethesda firm that specializes in enhancing our personal and professional lives through Catholic principals.  He will focus on the challenges of busy schedules that incorporate family, God, work dynamics, and offers proven advice to help us enrich our relationships.  Mr. Bennett delivers a very entertaining and unique message that will appeal to everyone.

Pizza and refreshments will be served, Cost: FREE.

For more information contact Mike Bradley at mtbradley2@aol.com or Tom Madden t_madden@msn.com or 703.318.4222.
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