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Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 23

7:30 a.m.
  Evelyn LaPlante  
8:45 a.m.
  Brian Gallagher (
10:30 a.m.
 Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
 Thomas Vander Woude (
Monday, November 24 

9:00 a.m.
 Patricia Jennett
Tuesday, November 25

9:00 a.m.
 Joseph P. Kraus
Wednesday, November 26


9:00 a.m.
 William Hayden (
Thursday, November 27
9:00 a.m.  
Kevin Bacon (
Friday, November 28

9:00 a.m.
Jackie Fox
Saturday, November 29 

9:00 a.m.
Anne Ochs (  

5:30 p.m.
Iris Daly
Daily Scriptures

READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
Ez 34: 11-12, 15-17, Ps 23, 1 Cor 15: 20-26, 28, Mt 25: 31-46
Monday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Rv 14: 1-3, 4b-5, Ps 24, Lk 21: 1-4
Tuesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Rv 14: 14-19, Ps 96, Lk 21: 5-11
Wednesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time 
Rv 15: 1-4, Ps. 98, Lk 21: 12-19
Thursday – Thanksgiving
Sirach 50: 22-24, Ps 138, 1 Cor 1: 3-9, Lk 17: 11-19
Friday –   Weekday in Ordinary Time
Rv 20: 1-4, 11 – 21: 2, Ps 84, Lk 21: 29-33
Saturday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Sirach 44: 1, 10-15, Ps 24, Mark 10: 17-21
The End of the Year of Grace 2008

Please note: The parish offices will be closed Thursday and Friday in observance of Thanksgiving.
May God bless all, and a Happy Thanksgiving!
Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of November 8/9.  The regular collection brought in $15,380 and the Poor Box yielded $272.  .In addition thank you for your generous offerings of November 15/16.  The regular collections brought in $14,917, the Poor Box for November 15/16 yield will be posted next week, November 30th.
A Word from the Pastor

   Every week the stock market seems to drop to new lows and the economy seems to be on the verge of collapse as first lending institutions and then the auto industry calls for the government to bail them out financially.  Many of us have seen our investments tumble in value by tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars or more.  So we might be tempted as Thanksgiving approaches to think there is not much to be thankful for this year – and that is where we are due for a hardcore reality check.

   In the best of times Thanksgiving does not seem to go much beyond turkey, stuffing, pumpkin pie, “pilgrims” seeking religious freedom for themselves (but nobody else) and college football.  But in tough times – or even times that just threaten to get tough – we would do well to stop and think of just how much we do have to be thankful for.

   First and foremost we have our Catholic Faith.  (We do not have the so-called pilgrims to thank for our freedom to worship as Catholics – they actually out-lawed us).  We should always remember all those who died for the Faith and remember that even today, in many places of the world, it is dangerous to be a Christian of any denomination.  Yet someplace as small as Great Falls is chock-full of churches – Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopalian, Methodist and Baptist.  And none of us has to worry that our church may be firebombed as we pray in it.

   Lower on the scale we might consider our government and elected leaders and how we like to complain about them.  We can complain away and do not have to worry that we might be jailed for it.  In the Germany, of my mother’s childhood, to complain about the government was to risk death, not just for oneself but for ones’ family as well.

   One thing that we Americans often forget is that even the poorest among us is richer than most of the people throughout the world.  Running water, electricity, cable TV, iPods, and mobile phones – good gosh, but we are spoiled.  In the French village where my family lived when I was born only our house and the priest’s house had indoor toilets!  And there are many places today still where an indoor toilet is an unimaginable luxury.  And we get concerned about how soft our toilet paper is.

   Is an economic collapse in the offing?  Perhaps, but even if so we will weather it.  Faith thrives when the times get bad because people begin to realize what really matters.  What really matters is our relationship to God in and through Christ Jesus.  And when we realize that we begin to understand that Thanksgiving should be every day.  
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Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, Maryann Barron,

Joshua Basile, Philip Calanchini, Jose Campos,

Thomas Case, Joe Cassella, Bryan Cox, 

Baby Natasha deSa, Betsabe de Soto,Michele Doin, Marjorie Dolak,  Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin, Danny Frey, Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten, Marjorie Horan,
Evelyn LaPlante, Joan Loftis, Mary Love, 
Deana Mansoor, Inaam Mansoor, Carol McCarty,
Baby Peter Michalski, Ann Miller, David Murphy,
Makayla Overend, Lien Shinta, David Wilson, Jr., 

Baby Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Lila Brown, Irene Corrado, Joseph Gartlan, Maria Keran,
William Bud Ko, Nicholas Lippis, Rita Lippis,

Margie McBee, Steve Saunders, Adele Spauer,

Thomas Vander Woude, Jack Wood,
 Margaret Wood, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Jordan Bowren, Jeff Campbell, Brendan Dunne,
Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Brian Horn,
Brendan McCarthy, Matthew O’Neil, Justin Smallwood 

   The Blessed Sacrament
THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.

– John Paul II, 1960

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.

Please Consider This Immediate Need

We need your help!  There is a critical need for someone to sign up for Wednesday evenings from 5:00 -6:00 p.m. time-slot, and on First Friday nights from 10 – 11 p.m.

Please contact Diane Cieslak at 703.678.3919.

   The Knights of Columbus News             


Fraternal Benefits Night

William J. Walsh, Field Agent for The Knight of Columbus Insurance, will conduct a Fraternal Benefits Night on Thursday, November 20th in Bishop Justs Hall at 8:00 p.m. Parishioners are welcome to attend.  There will be door prizes, and refreshments will be served at this event.
Keep Christ in Christmas!
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The joyous Christmas season is once again approaching.  The Knights of Columbus are offering for sale our beautiful, “Keep Christ in Christmas” cards.  Remembering your loved ones and friends with these classic religious cards is a way to celebrate both Christmas and our Catholic faith.  The cards will be on display in the narthex, and order forms will be available in the event that the cards you wish to purchase are temporarily out of stock.  Please feel free to contact Mike Fabrizi at mike.fabrizi@gmail.com or call 703.847.0696 for further information.
Women’s Association
Pie Sale
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St. Catherine’s Women’s Association is once more sponsoring the Annual Pie Sale.  Bake pies and breads and bring them with you when you come to Mass on the weekend of November 22/23.  A table will be set up in the narthex to receive and display your delicious creations.  The pies will sell for $10 and the breads for $5.  Get all your Thanksgiving baking done and support a worthy cause at the same time!  Questions, please call Peggy McCarthy at 703.356.2614.

May God Bless Your Generosity!

Almighty God,

Remove the scourge of abortion from the face of the Earth.  Amen.
Altar Boy Schedule
	November 22/23
	

	5:30 p.m.
	The Hadfords, Tom Bylund, Paul Battaglia, 

	7:30 a.m.
	Alex Spalding, S. Pungellio, The Watsons,

S. Koehler

	8:45 a.m.
	The Hales, The Goodwins, N. Scalia,

H. Kotoriy

	10:30 a.m.
	The Hales, The Goodwins, N. Scalia,

H. Kotoriy

	1:00 p.m.
	Josh Weaver, Zachary McCoy, The Krohns, Keenan Richardson, Gabe Chambers

	November 29/30

	5:30 p.m.
	The Hadfords, Tom Bylund, Paul Battaglia, 

	7:30 a.m.
	Alex Spalding, S. Pungellio, The Watsons,

S. Koehler

	8:45 a.m.
	The Hales, The Goodwins, N. Scalia,

H. Kotoriy

	10:30 a.m.
	The Hales, The Goodwins, N. Scalia,

H. Kotoriy

	1:00 p.m.
	Josh Weaver, Zachary McCoy,

The Krohns, Keenan Richardson,

Gabe Chambers


From The Office of Religious Education
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 

November 

24, 25
All classes in session
December

1, 2
All classes in session

8
No classes – The Immaculate Conception

9
All classes in session

15, 16
All classes in session

22, 23
All classes in session

29, 30
No classes
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The Over Fifty Club of St. Catherine of Siena

The Over Fifty Club will meet on November 25th in Bishop Justs Hall at 11:30 a.m.  Lunch will be served by the Club at the cost of $4.00 per person.
Our program will be “Personal Observations in Iraq” presented by Major Douglas Dillon.  Single’s or couples are warmly welcomed.  Please call Martha Dillon at 703.759.2035 to rsvp.
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Annual PRO-Life Green Sale 
December 2/3   

The annual PRO-Life Green Sale, in support of A Woman’s Choice, will be held following all Masses the weekend of December 2nd/3rd.  Decorate your home and doors with beautiful and fragrant large wreaths and sprays.  Advent candles and wreaths will also be available.  A Woman’s Choice is a non-profit pro-life organization that provides many services to women concerning their pregnancy, e.g. information on abortion, adoption and pregnancy; providing infant clothing/supplies; counseling for women of past abortions.  So, beautify your home and at the same time support one of the Church’s most important ministries.

The Pro-Life Committee
[image: image3.jpg]Abortion STOPS.

o

A Beating Heart




The Pro-Life Committee invites you to join us the last Saturday of the month, from 7:00 – 8:30 a.m.  We will pray the Rosary outside the Falls Church Abortion Clinic located at 900 S. Washington Street.

   Siena Academy News
The entire staff and student body of Siena Academy wish a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving celebration to all parishioners!!!  Please note that Siena Academy will be closed Wednesday, the 26th through Friday, the 28th.
Presentation and Fellowship

Tuesday, December 2nd at 10:00 a.m. - Bishop Justs Hall

Everyone is invited for coffee, fellowship and to hear Bernadette Goyette speak about “Taking Charge: Practical Discipline Advice for the Montessori Home”.  Bernadette is the mother of five Siena students (ages 18 months – 10 years), as well as a trained catechist for levels 1 and 2 (ages 3-9) in the Catechises of the Good Shepherd, the Montessori-based catechises method.  Her talk promises to be quite insightful for all who deal with young children.
Environment Observations

Siena Academy invites all parishioners to observe Siena Academy in person during school hours.  You will experience first-hand the incredible works and graces taking place daily at your school.  Come and see what so many families around the diocese are talking about!  Please call for an appointment at 703.759.4129.
Siena Students Need Your Talents!

Do you have a special interest, hobby or profession that you would be willing to share with our students?  Please visit the Siena Academy Bulletin Board in the Narthex, fill out a form and submit it.  One of our students may call and request some information or a presentation in the classroom.  Your participation is greatly appreciated!

Chess Club Returns to St. Catherine’s!
Calling all children (girls and boys, ages 5 through 12) who love to play chess or are interested in learning how!  The Siena Chess Club meets every Thursday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  At Siena Academy in the Elementary Great Room.  The winter session runs for 10 weeks and began November 6th for a cost of $80.  You can join us at any time and the cost will be pro-rated.  If more than one child per family registers, the cost is $60 per child.  Your child needs NO chess experience as Mr. Acholonu teaches children at all levels.  Mr. Acholonu is a USCF Life Master who has been teaching chess for over ten years!  If you have any questions or would like a registration flyer, please contact Nancy Engelhard at 703.759.7557 or nancy.engelhard@gmail.com.  Your child will have lots of fun and gain the value of critical thinking skills that chess encourages!

 Diocese of Arlington - Respect Life Office

 Proposed Bill Could Thwart Hundreds of Pro-Life Laws

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Pro-Life Secretariat has urged clear, vigilant, and persistent advocacy against an extremely dangerous bill being considered by Congress called the “Freedom of Choice Act” (or FOCA).  The Pro-Life Secretariat has expressed grave concern to state Catholic conferences that FOCA would, if enacted and signed into law, sweep away hundreds of pro-life laws and policies at the state and federal levels!  You are highly encouraged to respond to the USCCB approved alert in the following link, and to forward it to as many other people as possible who may share your concerns:

http://www.nchla.org/issues.asp?ID=50.
House Bill: H.R. 1964, Senate Bill: S.1173.

Holy Land Christians – December 13/14
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The Christians of Bethlehem will present their beautiful hand-carved olive wood renditions in the narthex the weekend of December 13/14.

These unique and unusual carvings from the town of Bethlehem would be ideal Christmas gifts or for display in your own home.   Made by the Christians of Bethlehem, they supply a much-needed source of income.  Proceeds of sales will  help to support our Christian brethren in the Holy Land.
St. Catherine of Siena Website

For everything you ever wanted to know about

St. Catherine of Siena Parish, but forgot to ask during office hours, you may visit the parish Website at

http://st-catherines.net.

In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: w[image: image15.jpg]


ww.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

Vocation Prayer:

Heavenly Father, bless our diocese with the grace of vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life.  Through the intercession of the Blessed Mother, grant to those You have called the willingness and generosity of spirit to give of themselves in devoting their lives and their talents to the service of our Lord and to His Church. Increase the faith of all within our diocese, and particularly the faith of those You have called and will continue to call.  We ask this through Christ, Your Son.  Amen.
“I was hungry and you gave me to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me to drink.”  Is Christ calling you to serve Him in others as a sister, brother, deacon or priest?   
call Fr. Brian Bashista: 703.841.2514,

or write: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

An Alert for Federal Government Employees

This year the Dominican House of Studies (DHS), the home and center of theological studies sponsored by Washington-area Dominican friars, is eligible for contributions made to the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) under the 5-digit charity code: 48555, it is also featured on p. 38 of the CFC catalogue.  The campaign will be ending December 15th this year.  For more information on the House of Studies please visit the Website at www.dhs.edu.  Please remember the Dominican House of Studies when you participate in the campaign this year.  
Gabriel Project & Project Rachel

Below are two assistance programs sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Arlington.  These programs are open to anyone in need, regardless of their faith.

Gabriel Project provides pregnancy assistance to women and men in crisis pregnancy.  Telephone: 703.841.3810.

Website: gabrielproject@arlingtondiocese.org.

Project Rachel provides assistance to those women and men who have suffered an abortion.  Telephone: (703) 841-2504, Website: projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org.
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Prayer to the Virgin Mary

Mary, we pray today for all mothers who are afraid to be mothers.  We pray for those who feel threatened and overwhelmed by their pregnancy.  Intercede for them, that God may give them the grace to say yes, and the courage to go on.  May they have the grace to reject the false solution of abortion.  May they say with you, “Be it done unto me according to your word.”  May they experience the help of Christian people, and know the peace that comes from doing God’s will.  Amen.
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Thanksgiving 
In the midst of our gladness may we pause again to wish that happiness is at home in every heart.

Thanksgiving 
For each new morning with its light, 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food,
For love and friends, 
For everything Thy goodness sends. Amen.

Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 
Serve the Lord with gladness!

Come into God's presence with singing! 
Know that the Lord is God!

It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people,

and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,

and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him, bless his name! 
For the Lord is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Amen.

A Catholic Prayer of Thanksgiving

This Thanksgiving let those of us who have much and those who have little gather at the welcoming table of the Lord. At this blessed feast, may rich and poor alike remember that we are called to serve one another and to walk together in God's gracious world. 

Thanksgiving Table Prayer

 
O Gracious God, we give you thanks for your overflowing generosity to us. Thank you for the blessings of the food we eat and especially for this feast today. Thank you for our home and family and friends, especially for the presence of those gathered here. Thank you for our health, our work and our play. Please send help to those who are hungry, alone, sick and suffering war and violence. Open our hearts to your love. We ask your blessing through Christ your son. Amen.
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“My Kingdom is not of this World”

Christ the King is one of the names of Jesus derived from various scriptures.  It is a name used by all Christians and celebrated as the Feast of Christ the King.

The name is found in various forms in scripture:

King Eternal (1 Tim. 1:17),

King of Israel (John 1:49),

King of the Jews (Mt. 27:11),

King of kings (1  Tim 6:15; Rev. 19:16),

King of the Ages (Rev. 15:3),

 Ruler of the Kings of the Earth (Rev. 1:5)

Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews is the inscription which the gospels report was placed on the cross by the Romans and which is found on many crucifixes. 

The ideological movement of Christ’s Kingship was addressed in the encyclical Quas primas of Pope Pius XI, published in 1925.  The Pontiff’s encyclical quotes with approval Cyril of Alexandria, noting that Jesus’ Kingship is not obtained by violence: “Christ, he says, “Has dominion over all creatures, a dominion not seized by violence nor usurped, but his by essence and by nature.”

Pope Benedict XVI has remarked, as did his predecessor John Paul II, that Christ’s Kingship is not based on “human power” but on loving and serving others.
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