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Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 30

7:30 a.m.
 Catherine A.   
8:45 a.m.
 Francis Xavier Canale  (
10:30 a.m.
  Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
  Special Intention 
Monday, December 1 

9:00 a.m.
 Albert Kennefick 
Tuesday, December 2

9:00 a.m.
 Florence Gilreath (
Wednesday, December 3


9:00 a.m.
  Ronald Gordon (
Thursday, December 4
9:00 a.m.  
Mr. & Mrs. Sumner Kibbe
Friday, December 5

9:00 a.m.
 Mr. & Mrs. George Slafkovsky 
Saturday, December 6 

9:00 a.m.
Isabella Santorum  

5:30 p.m.
Leonard Gilmore  
Daily Scriptures

READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – First Sunday of Advent
2: Is 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7, Ps 80, 1 Cor 1: 3-9, Mk 13: 33-37
Monday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Is 2: 1-5, Ps 122, Mt 8: 5-11
Tuesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Is 11: 1-10, Ps 72, Lk 10: 21-24
Wednesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time 
Is 25: 6-10a, Ps 23, Mt 15: 29-37
Thursday – Thanksgiving
Is 26: 1-6, Ps 118, Mt 7: 21, 24-27
Friday –   First Friday
Is 29: 17-24, Ps 27, Mt 9: 27-31
Saturday – First Saturday
Is 30: 19-21, 23-26, Ps 147, Mt 9: 35 – 10: 1, 5a, 6-8
Lord, rend the heavens and come down.  Come and save us from our sins.  Let us turn again to you and so be found blameless when you return in glory.

Church Envelopes

In order to properly account for your offerings we request that you use the church envelopes.  If an envelope is not available please put your envelope number on your checks.  If you need envelopes or are not registered with the parish please contact the parish office.

A Word from the Pastor

   There is a legend about Robert the Bruce who having been defeated numerous times by the English, in despair sought refuge in a cave, and there considered giving it all up.  However, in the twilight of the cave his attention was caught by a small spider trying to spin a web.  Time after time the spider fell in its attempt.  Six times it cast its silky strand and six times it fell.  The Bruce told the spider that he might as well give up, but the spider persevered, and the seventh time its strand held and it built its web.  The King took that as a sign and returned to the field of battle, driving the English back and achieving independence for Scotland (until the lamentable Act of Union in 1707)..
   In the wake of the election of our nations most rabidly, pro-abortion candidate for president, anti-abortion forces may feel like Robert the Bruce as he entered the cave.  The Washington Post (which all too frequently does not “get it”) had a front page story entitled “Some Abortion Foes Shifting Focus from Ban to Reduction.”  That sounds suspiciously like the Clinton mantra to make abortion legal, safe and rare.  (Nobody bothered to ask why should it be rare, if there was nothing wrong with it).  The President -elect does not even throw that scrap to abortion opponents, but rather makes his support of The Freedom of Choice Act a cornerstone of his domestic policy, and even envisioned the abortion of his own grandchildren, if his daughters make the mistake of getting pregnant.
   A democracy gets the leaders it deserves.  Those who truly opposed abortion need to work to change the status quo rather than to accommodate and accept it.  No matter what other benefits a regime may offer its people, if it does not protect the weakest and most vulnerable members of society, it is morally unacceptable.  With an eye to making the moral law the law of the land, we must work to change perception in our society so that we will deserve better leadership that will protect the most vulnerable.  

   We need to start with language.  Jettison the terms “pro-choice” and “pro-life.”  State the issue plainly; you are either for abortion or against abortion.  Recognize the science involved, that is that the unborn child is a Human Life (no woman ever gave birth to a puppy), and as such deserves all the rights and protections inherently due to innocent Human Life.  As we begin the new liturgical year we need to recommit ourselves to the eradication of the hitherto unspeakable evil of abortion, not to accept it.

   Like King Robert the Bruce let us learn from the determined and intrepid spider to try and try and never stop trying until we succeed. 
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Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, Maryann Barron,

Joshua Basile, Philip Calanchini, Jose Campos,

Thomas Case, Joe Cassella, Bryan Cox, 

Baby Natasha deSa, Betsabe de Soto,Michele Doin, Marjorie Dolak,  Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin, Danny Frey, Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten, Marjorie Horan,
Evelyn LaPlante, Joan Loftis, Mary Love, 
Deana Mansoor, Inaam Mansoor, Carol McCarty,
Baby Peter Michalski, Ann Miller, David Murphy,
Makayla Overend, Lien Shinta, David Wilson, Jr., 

Baby Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Lila Brown, Irene Corrado, Joseph Gartlan, Maria Keran,
William Bud Ko, Nicholas Lippis, Rita Lippis,

Margie McBee, Steve Saunders, Adele Spauer,

Thomas Vander Woude, Jack Wood,
 Margaret Wood, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Patrick Bouchoux, Jordan Bowren, Jeff Campbell, Brendan Dunne, Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Brian Horn, Brendan McCarthy, Matthew O’Neil,
Justin Smallwood 

   The Blessed Sacrament
THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.

– John Paul II, 1960

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.

“Our” Seminarian’s

When writing your Christmas cards, please include our seminarian’s Mick Kelly, Matthew DeForest and Michael Isenberg.       Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their studies.   They would be more than happy to receive some encouraging words.  The addresses are as follows:

Mick Kelly


Matthew DeForest


Brian McAllister (a parishioner)


Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary


16000 Old Emmitsburg Road


Emmitsburg, Maryland  21727-7797


Mike Isenberg


North American College


00120 Vatican City State


Europe

Please Consider This Immediate Need

We need your help!  There is a critical need for someone to sign up for Wednesday evenings from 5:00 -6:00 p.m. time-slot, and on First Friday nights from 10 – 11 p.m.

Please contact Diane Cieslak at 703.678.3919.
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  The Women’s Association News
Christmas Ornament Exchange Party
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Save the Date!!! Thursday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m.
The Women’s Association invites all women (members and current non-members) to attend our annual Christmas Exchange Party.  Please bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share and a wrapped religious ornament (if possible valued at $10.00) so that you can participate and join in the fun, as we play our ornament exchange game.  We will meet at Christiane De Filippis’ house.  For directions and to rsvp please contact Katie Abruzzino at 703.689.2531 and leave a message or keabruzzino@msn.com.
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Cookbooks

Don’t know what to buy someone for Christmas, or any other occasion?  St. Catherine’s Women’s Association is selling their cookbook, “Celebrate the Feast” with hundreds of recipes, cooking tips, even a section on napkin folding.  The cookbooks are available in the parish office selling for $10.00. Give a gift that will last and benefit the parish at the same time! 
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   The Knights of Columbus News             


Business Meeting

The Padre Pio Council of the Knights of Columbus will hold their next business meeting on Tuesday, December 2nd at 7:30 p.m. in Padre Pio Hall.

Keep Christ in Christmas!
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The joyous Christmas season is once again approaching.  The Knights of Columbus are offering for sale our beautiful, “Keep Christ in Christmas” cards.  Remembering your loved ones and friends with these classic religious cards is a way to celebrate both Christmas and our Catholic faith.  The cards will be on display in the narthex, and order forms will be available in the event that the cards you wish to purchase are temporarily out of stock.  Please feel free to contact Mike Fabrizi at mike.fabrizi@gmail.com or call 703.847.0696 for further information.
Annual Christmas Tree Sale
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The Knights of Columbus will be holding their annual Christmas Tree Sale on Saturday’s and Sunday’s beginning on November 30th through December 14th.  Trees will be available on Saturday’s following the 9:00 a.m. Mass until 4:00 p.m., and on Sunday’s following the 7:30 a.m. Mass until 4:00 p.m.  Please consider purchasing your live Christmas tree from the Knights of Columbus.    

Chess Club Returns to St. Catherine’s!
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Calling all children (girls and boys, ages 5 through 12) who love to play chess or are interested in learning how!  The Siena Chess Club meets every Thursday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  At Siena Academy in the Elementary Great Room.  The winter session runs for 10 weeks and began November 6th for a cost of $80.  You can join us at any time and the cost will be pro-rated.  If more than one child per family registers, the cost is $60 per child.  Your child needs NO chess experience as Mr. Acholonu teaches children at all levels.  Mr. Acholonu is a USCF Life Master who has been teaching chess for over ten years! If you have any questions or would like a registration flyer, please contact Nancy Engelhard at 703.759.7557 or nancy.engelhard@gmail.com.  

Altar Boy Schedule
	November 29/30
	

	5:30 p.m.
	The Hadfords, Tom Bylund, Paul Battaglia, 

	7:30 a.m.
	Alex Spalding, S. Pungellio, The Watsons,

S. Koehler

	8:45 a.m.
	The Hales, The Goodwins, N. Scalia,

H. Kotoriy

	10:30 a.m.
	The Hales, The Goodwins, N. Scalia,

H. Kotoriy

	1:00 p.m.
	Josh Weaver, Zachary McCoy,

The Krohns, Keenan Richardson,

Gabe Chambers

	December 6/7

	5:30 p.m.
	The Hatfields, The Browns, 

Vinnie Marcantonio

	7:30 a.m.
	Alex Spalding, Sebastian Koehler,

The Kerans, S. Pungello

	8:45 a.m.
	The Kerlis, The Meehans,

Joseph Livaudais

	10:30 a.m.
	The Santorums, Sean Moriarty,

John Wilkinson, John & Robbie Buttarazzi, Patrick Stevens, Trey Mohler,

Dominic Abel, P. Poirier, Jack Ryland, Walter Twetten, J.D. Le Jeune, P. Kelly

	1:00 p.m.
	Nick Skacel, The Galbraiths,

The Ketts, The Fergusons


St. Catherine of Siena Rosary Prayer Group
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Our Rosary Prayer Group meets in the Church on the 2nd of every month at 5:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m.  We pray all four Mysteries of the Holy Rosary for the conversion of unbelievers.  We cordially invite you to join us.  For further information please call Deanna Bruning at 703.444.5052.

Holy Land Christians – December 13/14
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The Christians of Bethlehem will present their beautiful hand-carved olive wood renditions in the narthex the weekend of December 13/14.

These unique and unusual carvings from the town of Bethlehem would be ideal Christmas gifts or for display in your own home.   Made by the Christians of Bethlehem, they supply a much-needed source of income.  Proceeds of sales will help to support our Christian brethren in the Holy Land.

Opus Dei Recollection

A priest of the Opus Dei prelature presents an “Evening of Recollection” for women on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. in the Church.
The schedule for “Evenings of Recollection” for men may be obtained by visiting Website: restonstudycenter.org.  For further information call 703.689.3433.

From The Office of Religious Education
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 

December

1, 2
All classes in session

8
No classes – The Immaculate Conception

9
All classes in session

15, 16
All classes in session

22, 23
All classes in session

29, 30
No classes
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   Siena Academy News
Environment Observations

Siena Academy invites all parishioners to observe Siena Academy in person during school hours.  You will experience first-hand the incredible works and graces taking place daily at your school.  Come and see what so many families around the diocese are talking about!  Please call for an appointment at 703.759.4129.
.Presentation and Fellowship

Tuesday, December 2nd at 10:00 a.m. - Bishop Justs Hall

Everyone is invited for coffee, fellowship and to hear Bernadette Goyette speak about “Taking Charge: Practical Discipline Advice for the Montessori Home”.  Bernadette is the mother of five Siena students (ages 18 months – 10 years), as well as a trained catechist for levels 1 and 2 (ages 3-9) in the Catechises of the Good Shepherd, the Montessori-based catechises method.  Her talk promises to be quite insightful for all who deal with young children.
Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips
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Make Your Calendars and Make Plans to Enjoy a Great Trip

Membership in the Club and Senior Status is not required.

Early Registration is Suggested!
( March 22 – Day trip to Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Baltimore.  Professional show is Beauty and the Beast.

Buffet lunch, deluxe motor coach.  $72.00.

( April 22&23 – Atlantic City overnight, staying at the Tropicana.  Includes buffet dinner and breakfast, a show will be included if one is scheduled, and $10.00 bonus.    On the 23rd we will go to the Day Resorts with another bonus (up to $25.00).  Deluxe motor coach.  Early registration is suggested. $139.00.
You do not need to be a senior to join us, or a member of the Club.  Please call the following for more information 

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Lorraine at 703.448.9181.

Bishop O’Connell High School

1st Quarter Honor Roll (2008-2009)

St. Catherine of Siena Recipients

Congratulation to the following students
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Students

Grade
Gregory Ballington
11
Principal’s List
Katherine Ballington
9
Principal’s List

Henry Gorog

11
Principal’s List
Catherine O’Neill
10
Principal’s List

Kathleen Daley

12
First Honors

Stephanie O’Neill
12
First Honors

Nicholas Appel

11
Second Honors
Kevin Lauerman
10
Second Honors

St. Catherine of Siena Website

For everything you ever wanted to know about

St. Catherine of Siena Parish, but forgot to ask during office hours, you may visit the parish Website at

http://st-catherines.net.

In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: w[image: image16.jpg]


ww.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

Vocation Prayer:

Heavenly Father, bless our diocese with the grace of vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life.  Through the intercession of the Blessed Mother, grant to those You have called the willingness and generosity of spirit to give of themselves in devoting their lives and their talents to the service of our Lord and to His Church. Increase the faith of all within our diocese, and particularly the faith of those You have called and will continue to call.  We ask this through Christ, Your Son.  Amen.
Almighty God,

Remove the scourge of abortion from the face of the Earth.  Amen.
Informational Websites

Relating to Abortion Issues

National Right to Life

Website: www.nrlc.org
Silent No More Awareness

Website: www.silentnomoreawareness.org
Post-Abortive Healing

A resource provided by the Conference of U.S. Catholic Bishop for post-abortive women. 

To Heal the Brokenhearted . . . 

To Comfort All Who Mourn.

For help call 1-888-456-HOPE (4673).
Gabriel Project & Project Rachel

Below are two assistance programs sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Arlington.  These programs are open to anyone in need, regardless of their faith.

Gabriel Project provides pregnancy assistance to women and men in crisis pregnancy.  Telephone: 703.841.3810.

Website: gabrielproject@arlingtondiocese.org.

Project Rachel provides assistance to those women and men who have suffered an abortion.  Telephone: (703) 841-2504, Website: projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org.
An Alert for Federal Government Employees

This year the Dominican House of Studies (DHS), the home and center of theological studies sponsored by Washington-area Dominican friars, is eligible for contributions made to the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) under the 5-digit charity code: 48555, it is also featured on p. 38 of the CFC catalogue.  The campaign will be ending December 15th this year.  For more information on the House of Studies please visit the Website at www.dhs.edu.  Please remember the Dominican House of Studies when you participate in the campaign this year.  
Advent
(from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming")
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Advent season is the period of penchant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus, in other words, the period immediately before Christmas, commencing on Advent Sunday,

A darker purple (sometimes called "Royal Purple") is used whereas in Lent the color is often a reddish purple ("Roman Purple"). This shade is used on the vestments of the clergy, and sometimes on the Tabernacle. On the 3rd Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, rose- pink is used, since this Sunday takes on a more joyous tone. 

From the 4th century, the season was kept as a period of fasting as strict as that of Lent.  The fast became known as "St. Martin's Fast, “St. Martin's Lent" or “The forty days of St. Martin”). The feast day was in many countries a time of frolic and heavy eating, since the 40-day fast began the next day.  This fasting rule was later relaxed, but still keeping Advent as a season of penitence.

ADVENT
The Advent wind begins to stir

With sea-like sounds in our Scotch fir,

It’s dark at breakfast, dark at tea,

And in between we only see

Clouds hurrying across the sky

And rain-wet roads the wind blows dry

And branches bending to the gale

Against great skies all silver-pale.

The world seems traveling into space,

And traveling at a faster pace

Than in the leisured summer weather

When we and it sit out together,

For now we feel the world spin ‘round

On some momentous journey bound –

Journey to what? to whom? to where?

The Advent bells call out ‘Prepare,

Your world is journeying to the birth

Of God made Man for us on earth.’

And how, in fact, do we prepare

For the great day that waits us there –

The twenty-fifth day of December,

The birth of Christ?
For some it means

An interchange of hunting scenes

On coloured cards.  And I remember

Last year I sent out twenty yards,

Laid end to end, of Christmas cards

To people that I scarcely know,
They’d sent a card to me, and so -
The only cards that really count

Are that extremely small amount

From real friends who keep in touch

And are not rich but love us much.

The time draws near the birth of Christ,

A present that cannot be priced

Given two thousand years ago.

Yet if God had not given so

He still would be a distant stranger

And not the Baby in the manger.

by John Betjemani (edited)


















