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Mass Intentions

Sunday, April 12

8:00 a.m.
John and Anna Ochs
  
10:00 a.m.
Pro Populo 

12:00 Noon
Reverend Paul Lynch (
  ( 
Monday, April 13 

9:00 a.m.
Elizabeth Znidorka (
Tuesday, April 14

9:00 a.m.    
Marie Gorlinsky (
Wednesday, April 15


9:00 a.m.    
Tamara Carinci 
 (
Thursday, April 16

9:00 a.m. 
.Ralph Derr (   

Friday, April 17

9:00 a.m.
Mary Louise Hoover (

Saturday, April 18


9:00 a.m.
Mrs. John Ball (

5:30 p.m.
Mary Beck Rich( 

 
  READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – Easter – The Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10: 34a, 37-43, Ps 118, Col 3: 1-4, Jn 20: 1-9
Monday – The Octave of Easter
Acts 2: 14, 22-33, Ps 16, Mt 28: 8-15
Tuesday – The Octave of Easter
Acts 2: 36-41, Ps 33, Jn 20: 11-18
Wednesday – The Octave of Easter
Acts 3: 1-10, Ps 105, Lk 24: 13-35
Thursday – The Octave of Easter
 Acts 3: 11-26, Ps 8, Lk 24: 35-48
Friday – The Octave of Easter 
Acts 4: 1-12, Ps 118, Jn 21: 1-14
Saturday – The Octave of Easter
Acts 4: 13-21, Ps 118, Mk 16: 9-15
Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of April 4/5.  The regular collection brought in $17,625 and the Poor Box yielded $357.  .
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A Word from the Pastor

   Easter is the ultimate celebration of Life, and not just of Life but of the victory of Life over Death, a victory won for us by the ultimate act of Love, our Lord’s Sacrifice of Himself on the Cross in remission for our sins.  Love wins out over sin and Life wins out over Death is a brief description of Easter.

   Not surprising, then, we see rabbits and eggs associated with the celebration of Life that is Easter.  Some people with too much education and too little appreciation of Life decry rabbits and eggs as pagan fertility symbols with no place in the proper celebration of Easter.  Personally, I see nothing wrong in that and, in fact, find it wonderful that we can take certain benign pagan symbols and “baptize” them.

   Once, at an earlier assignment, I was given a cute Gund Bunny at Easter-time by a parishioner.  I put it on the counter in the kitchen to share with my brother priests.  The pastor came in and expostulated, “Where did that obscene object come from?”  “It’s an Easter Bunny, what’s obscene about that?”  “Then, came the indignant response, “It is a fertility symbol.”  “Just what is wrong with fertility?” I asked, and without waiting for a response added, “Genesis 9:1.”  An older priest, who silently witnessed this exchange chuckled, and said, “That’s just a cuddley lil’ ol’ Easter Bunny.”  Then he patted the bunny’s head and said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth,” as he grinned at me.

   Easter Bunnies and Easter Eggs are indeed symbols of Life; fertility symbols, if you will.  As such they are appropriate symbols of the ultimate celebration of Life.  And this is especially true in our sad society which is darkened by contraceptive and abortive mentalities.  So enjoy chocolate Easter Bunnies and brightly coloured Easter Eggs as we celebrate our Risen Lord and His truly wonderful gift of Life.   
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V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi.
[We adore you O Christ, and we bless you.]

R. Quia per sanctam crucem tuam redemisti mundum.
[Because by your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world.]

The Parish extends good wishes for a joyous and Holy Easter Season to all parishioners and visitors 
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Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, Maryann Barron, 
Joshua Basile, Philip Calanchini, Jose Campos,

Melvin Carroll, Joe Cassella, Betsabe deSoto,
Marjorie Dolak, Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin,
Danny Frey, Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten, 
Marjorie Horan, Carol McCarty, Baby Peter Michalski, David Murphy, William Schrepel, Lien Shinta,
David Wilson, Jr., Baby Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Lila Brown, Joseph Cerroni, Sr., Irene Corrado,
Joseph Dunne, Joseph Gartlan, Maria Keran,
William Bud Ko, Nicholas Lippis, Rita Lippis,
Margie McBee, Steve Saunders, Adele Spauer,
Thomas Vander Woude, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Patrick Bouchoux, Jordan Bowren, Brendan Dunne, Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Brian Horn, Josh Moore, Matthew O’Neil,
Justin Smallwood 

                 The Blessed Sacrament
       THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.

– John Paul II

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
Divine Mercy Sunday April 19th
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Chaplet of The Divine Mercy as a Novena

Our Lord revealed to St. Maria Faustina the Novena to the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  The Chaplet is a powerful prayer that He wanted everyone to say.  The Lord promised extraordinary graces to those who would recite this special prayer.  The Chaplet can be said anytime, but the Lord specifically asked that it be recited as a Novena, especially on the nine days before the Feast of Mercy.  He promised, “By this Novena [of Chaplets] I will grant every possible grace to souls.”  This year the Novena will begin on Good Friday, April 10th and continuing through April 18th.       You will find brochures of the Chaplet in the Narthex for those wishing to pray this Chaplet.
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   The Knights of Columbus News             


Please Support KOVAR (April 16-19)

KOVAR: “Knights of Virginia Assisting the Citizens with Intellectual Disabilities”  This annual non-profit fundraiser is used for a variety of assistance programs, including sheltered workshops, housing, transportation and food for these special people. The fundraising drive consists of soliciting money from passers-by at various street corners in the Great Falls area, and offering Tootsie Rolls as a token of appreciation.  Our Padre Pio Knights of Columbus Chapter needs your help. Please seriously consider volunteering your time; (we will be grateful for a few hours). People with intellectual disabilities are an opportunity for those of us who are more fortunate to demonstrate our love for all of God’s people.  Please contact Mike Fabrizi at 703.847.-696 or mike.fabrizi@gmail.com to volunteer.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

[image: image7.jpg]


The Padre Pio Council of the Knights of Columbus invite all children of the Parish to participate in our 18th Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Roll to be held on Easter Sunday, April 12th following the 1:00 p.m. Mass.  There is no cost/registration required.  All children should bring a basket or bag for their treats.  Questions, please call Jim Hanlon at 703.759.6539.

Altar Boy Schedule 
	April 18/19
	

	5:30 pm
	The Browns, The Hatfields, 

Vinnie Marcantonio

	7:30 am
	 The Kerans, Sebastian Koehler,

 Steven Pungello,  Alex Spalding

	8:45 am
	The Kerlis,  J.D. Le Jeune, 

Joseph Livaudais, The Meehans

	10:30 am
	Dominic Abela, John & Robbie Buttarazzi,

Patrick Kelley, Trey Mohler,

Sean Moriarty, P. Poirier, Jack Ryland, The Santorums, Patrick Stevens,

Walter Twetten, John Wilkinson

	1:00 pm
	The Fergusons, The Galbraiths,

The Ketts, Nick Skacel


From The Office of Religious Education
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 

April
13,14
No classes – Easter Week

20,21
All classes

27,28
All classes

May
4,5
All classes

11.12
All classes

17
Mass of First Holy Communion

18, 19
Final classes

July 13 – 17 The Week of Graces 9:30 am – 12:30 pm

A week-long summer enrichment program for children ages 5-10 years old.

“Sagra del Siena” – April 25, 2009

Have you reserved your spot at the Sagra yet?  If not, please pick up an invitation in the main hallway at Siena Academy or contact Nancy Rowles at NVRowles@aol.com. This event promises to be enjoyable for all who attend.  Designed to feel like an open Italian marketplace, guests will enjoy the freedom to mingle, bid, eat and drink at their own pace.  Food will be served buffet-style and there will be an open bar sponsored by Napa Valley Wine.  The entire event will take place in Bishop Justs Hall and will include live and silent auctions, as well as a 50/50 raffle.  Please 
consider joining fellow parishioners and school families for an evening of fellowship and support for your amazing parish school.  After completing the form, with your check attached, it may be deposited in the envelope on the Siena bulletin board in the Narthex, or at the Siena Academy Office.  If you are able to volunteer your time, make a monetary/item donation (i.e. food or drinks, decorations, auction items); please contact Nancy Rowles at NVRowles@aol.com or 703.255.0188.  We appreciate your support and look forward to celebrating with you!

[image: image9.jpg]



   Siena Academy News
Easter Break
Siena Academy is closed from April 9th to 17th.
Sessions will resume on April 20th.
Mission Statement

Siena Academy is the parish school at St. Catherine of Siena.  Its mission is to give glory to God and to assist parents in the role as primary educators of their children by offering specially prepared environments founded upon the principles and discoveries made by Dr. Maria Montessori in regard to the unique spiritual and developmental needs of the child from birth to adulthood.
Siena Academy – School Year 2009-2010

Parent/Toddler Class

We are currently accepting applications for our Parent/Toddler Class.  This class is for children between the ages of 18 months and 3 years, and will be held for two consecutive days per week, Monday and Tuesday or Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  Please call the school office at 703.759.4129 for applications and further information.  
Parent/Infant Class

This fall we will be offering a Parent/Infant Class, ages  (0-10 months).  This class will be four consecutive Friday’s, 2 hours per class. This class is offered six times throughout the year.  If you are interested please call the school office at 703.759.4129 to have your name placed on our list.  The schedule of sessions and registration forms will be available at a later date.
2009  Car Raffle

Back for its third year is the car & cash raffle sponsored by All Saints Parish.  Last year a St. Catherine’s parishioner was one of the lucky winners!  By now you’ve received your tickets.  For every $5 ticket sold Siena Academy makes $3.  Proceeds go to defer tuition costs for parish families.  Please consider buying or selling a few tickets.  Tickets are available for purchase at the school and at the rectory.  Many thanks to those who have purchased and1or returned tickets.  April 20th will be the last day to buy tickets.

50/50 Cash Raffle
The 50/50 raffle is back for the Siena Academy fundraiser (Sagra Del Siena).  Tickets are $50 each and the winner gets 50% of the cash in the pool.  Anyone can purchase a ticket because the winner need not be present to win!  It is a cash payout.  Last year, the winner took home $3,500.  .
Tickets are available for purchase.  Pick them up in the school main hallway or email NVRowles@aol.com. .  Please make checks payable to Siena Academy-Sagra
Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips
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Membership in the Club and Senior Status is not required. Early Registration is Suggested!
Coming Next Year 2010
(2010 June 12 – 22 – Once every ten years, at the start of a new decade, local residents of the small German town of Oberammergau perform the Passionsspiele (Passion Play), a dramatic recreation of the last days of Christ.  The play was first performed 375 years ago; today, it is one of Germany’s oldest festivals.  The year 2010 promises to be one of history’s most important seasons as it marks the end of the first decade of the new millennium.  We will visit Munich, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Vienna, Melk, Oberammergau, Gratz, and Lake Chiemsee.  Cost is $3,929 per person, including airfare and taxes, 9 buffet breakfasts, 1 lunch and 5 dinners.  11 days and 9 nights leaving from Dulles Airport. 

2009

( April 22&23 – Atlantic City overnight, staying at the Tropicana including buffet dinner and breakfast.  And $10.00 bonus.  A show will be included if one is scheduled.  On the 23rd we will go to the Day Resorts with another bonus (up to $25.00).  Deluxe motor coach.  Early registration is suggested. $139.00.

(April 29 – Mystery Day Trip - Includes meal, show, a prize if you can guess the mystery??? This will be a fun trip without much walking.  $86.00.

(May 2-7 – Ottawa & Thousand Islands -  5 nights lodging, 3 in Ottawa, including 5 breakfasts, 3 dinners, guided tour of the Parliament, Canadian Museum, Casino duLac Lamy, and a cruise on the St. Lawrence River, plus much more. $525.00.

(May 13 -  “Little Assisi” Pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City, Maryland on the grounds of the St. Joseph Cupertino Friary.  We will visit the Chapel “Jewel” of the Shrine and also the relic of St. Anthony and the Friars will lead us in prayer.  We will tour the Italian Renaissance Shrine situated on 30 acres of rolling hills.  At noon we’ll have Mass in the Chapel with Father Mark Moretti from St. Thomas à Becket Parish followed by lunch prepared by the Franciscans.  The afternoon will be devoted to quiet meditation and then Benediction.  Confession is available with the Friars.  You do not want to miss this beautiful prayerful day.  $89 includes motor coach, driver’s tip and lunch.  Early registration is suggested.  Departure at St. Thomas à Becket.

(May 18-22 Cape Cod 0 4 nights lodging, 4 breakfasts, 4 dinners.  Visit Martha’s Vineyard, and other historic sights.  Stop at the seaside town of Hyannis & Sandwich. Package includes a tour of the “Outer Cape” and the JFK museum, Easthan Windmill and more.  $439 complete.
You do not need to be a senior to join us, or a member of the Club.  Please call the following for more information and/or registration.

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Connie at 703.759.2939.

Bishop’s Lenten Appeal

With 42% households pledging $258,828, St. Catherine’s has surpassed the BLA goal by 18%.  God bless you for your generosity!
In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: w[image: image11.png]Siena Academy
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 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

Divine Mercy Sunday Holy Hour

When: Sunday, April 19th from  3-4 p.m.

Where: St. Thomas à Becket Catholic Church 

            1421 Wiehle Avenue, Reston, Virginia

You are invited to a Eucharistic Holy Hour sponsored by the World Apostolate of Fatima on Divine Mercy Sunday. 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary will be recited, followed by Benediction.  
Paul VI Catholic High School
When: Thursday, April 30 at 7:00 p.m.

Paul VI Catholic High School will host a “Preview To High School” for 7th grade students and their families.  Get a jump start on next year!  See for yourself what makes PVI a special place.  Please RSVP to Eileen Hanley at ehanley@paulvi.net.

HOPE  In Northern Virginia, Inc.

Needs Help!
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For thirty-five years, Hope in Northern Virginia has been helping women experiencing crisis pregnancies. We are in need of the assistance of bi-lingual (English/Spanish) volunteers for our very busy office.  We assist pregnant women and their babies by offering friendship and access to resources.  Please call 703.536.2020 to make an appointment for an interview. 

The Brent Society Awards Honoree
When:  Thursday, May 28th.

Reception/open bar at 6:30 p.m.

Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

Where: Arlington Hilton Hotel

Located at 950 N. Stafford Street in Arlington
Atop the Ballston Metro Station.

Miss Nellie Gray, Founder and President of the March for Life, will receive The Brent Society’s Distinguished Service Award for her constant and courageous commitment to the defense of innocent life from conception to natural death at an Awards Dinner.  Reservations required by May 24th.   : $55/person or $500/table of ten.  Send check and names of attendees to:
The Brent Society, P.O. Box 2901,  Merryfield, VA  22116.  Info: 703.830.3103.  All are welcome!
Center for Family Development (CFD)
(  Three to Get Married Marriage Preparation Weekend
Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center

7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, Maryland

Upcoming weekends: May 7-10, June 18-21, August 6-9
You’re not just planning a wedding, you’re preparing for a lifetime!  Our marriage preparation course is an intensive preparation experience true to the teachings of the Catholic Church.  Convenient one-weekend schedule.  Registration required.  $275 per couple.  FOCCUS Inventory included!  301.365.0612 or email: register@bethesdacfd.org.
· Father and Son Dinner
When: Sunday, May 3rd from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
The Center for Family Development invites Dads and their Sons (ages 8-12) to spend a fun evening together!  The evening includes dinner, fun activities, special talks and lots of fun!  Attire for the dinner is casual.  $50/Dad & Son pair (additional Sons $10 each).  Seating is limited, and reservations are required.  301.365.0612 

· Spiritual Exercises Retreats
Women: April 24-26, May 15-17

Men: May 22-24, June 12-14

Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center offers silent weekend retreats based on the SPIRITUAL EXERCISES of St. Ignatius of Loyola.  $170 per person.  Includes meals, lodging, linens, and retreat materials.  To register please call 301.365.0612.
(  Monthly Reflections for Women
St. Paul & the Power Flowing from the Resurrection
April 22 – 9:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Please join us for the next installment of Reflections on St. Paul.  Choose the morning or evening session, the same talk is given at each session and both sessions begin with Mass.  No registration or fee is required to attend; however we request a donation of $10.00 per person to assist us in presenting these and future programs.  Babysitting is available for the morning session only, and the cost is $10/child, $25/family.  Please call to make a reservation for childcare so that we can be prepared: 301.365.0612.  Reflections for Women occur on the 4th Wednesday of every month.
The Two Great Commandments

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”

He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God,

with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.

This is the greatest and the first commandment.

- Matthew 22:37

“The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   “The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”

-Matthew 22:39

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone!  Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.

Deuteronomy 6: 4-5

Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your fellow countrymen.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  I am the Lord.

Leviticus 19:19
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The Risen Christ
   Through His Resurrection Jesus Christ was made known to us as God’s Son in power, for He was obedient unto death and exalted as Lord of all.  God chose His Son to be the one to suffer and to die for our sins.  Because of His obedience He was raised up as Lord of all.  By conquering death through His own power in His Resurrection, Jesus has shown Himself Master of life and death.  Therefore He is true God and true Man, our Savior.

   By His Death and Resurrection Jesus redeemed mankind from slavery to sin and to the devil.  In obedience to His Father’s Will He gave Himself for us in His Passion and arose from the dead that He might redeem us from sin and make us a people pleasing to the Father.  He is the Messiah, God’s own Son.  He often said that what He was doing was done that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, because He saw His Father’s Will in them.

   We were slaves of the devil because of Original Sin and because of our personal sins.  But Jesus made us free with the freedom of the children of God, for by His Resurrection He destroyed death and gave us the life of grace.  Risen truly, the Lord gives us the Divine life of grace and pours out His Holy Spirit upon us.

   Each of the Gospel episodes, as we read them during the Easter Season, centers on an all-important appearance to the Apostles in which they are commissioned for their future task, namely, to be witnesses of the Lord, Who is alive and will be with us until the end of the world (Mk 28: 16-20).  This is the Paschal message to all Christians.

   Following the example of the Bible, Christians celebrate the mystery of our Lord’s Resurrection for fifty days.  The Lord’s Ascension and Pentecost are the final memorial days.  St. Paul says, “Christ, our Paschal Lamb, has been sacrificed, let us feast with joy” (1 Cor 5: 6-8).


















