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	    Email address:
	deleonscs@gmail.com
	

	Emiro Soto
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Mass Intentions

Sunday, February 15

7:30 a.m.
Patricia Dillon  
8:45 a.m.
Dr. Brian O’Connell 
10:30 a.m.
Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
Terri Adams  
Monday, February 16 

9:00 a.m.
James Elwin Murphy (
Tuesday, February 17

9:00 a.m.
Father Joseph Miller (
Wednesday, February 18


9:00 a.m.
 Eunice Cousineau (
Thursday, February 19
9:00 a.m.
Patricia Dillon
Friday, February 20


9:00 a.m.
Mattias Caro

    
Saturday, February 21 

9:00 a.m.
Margot Edwards
 

5:30 p.m.
Allison Logue (
READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday –6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lv 13: 1-2, 44-46, Ps 32, 1 Cor 10: 31 – 11: 1, Mk 1: 40-45
Monday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Gn 4: 1-15, 25, Ps 50, Mk 8: 11-13
Tuesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Gn 6: 5-8; 7: 1-5, 10, Ps 29, Mk 8: 14-21
Wednesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Gn 8: 6-13, 20 -22, Ps 116, Mk 8: 22-26
Thursday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Gn 9: 1-13, Ps 102, Mk 8: 27-33
Friday - Weekday in Ordinary Time
Gn 11: 1-9, Ps 33, Mk 8: 34 – 9: 1
Saturday – The Blessed Virgin Mary
Heb 11: 1-7, Ps 145, Mk 9: 2-13
Please note the following:
The Parish Offices will be closed on Monday, February 16th in observance of Presidents’ Day

On Ash Wednesday, February 25th Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. and at 7:30 p.m.

Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of February 7/8, the regular collection brought in $13,644 and the Poor Box yielded $305.
A Word from the Pastor

   One of the sad realities of our time is that  50-60% of all couples getting married today will get divorced. Even more sad is the fact that the percentages are not significantly different for Catholics than for non-Catholics.  Catholics who have been validly married in the Church and get divorced are not free to marry again and if they do they put themselves outside of the Sacraments, (except in danger of death).
   A Catholic who finds himself in such a situation may apply for an annulment to see if his marriage was in fact valid.  An ecclesiastical annulment is not a “Catholic divorce” but rather an inquiry to determine whether or not all that Church requires for the sacramental of matrimony to take place was, in truth, in place, or if something crucial was missing that rendered the marriage null from the very start.  If that can be proved then the annulment is granted and the person is generally free to marry again, (although sometimes an ecclesiastical penalty may apply).  Otherwise the marriage stands and the parties continue to be bound by Church Law.

   This process takes place at the diocesan Tribunal which 
is largely funded by the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal.  Although the officials of the Tribunal – judges, advocates and notaries – are generally priests who work free of charge, there are still the costs involved in the running of the office – salaries for secretaries, the cost of paper, equipment and utilities.  Some of this is covered by the fees involved but not much.  The fee for a formal case is currently $750.  At best, in a straight forward case in which a decision is easily reached, that fee covers only 50% or less of the actual cost. (And from my experience of working for the Tribunal very few cases are straight forward).  Some people mistakenly believe that a large donation to the Tribunal will “facilitate” the process.  This is absolutely false, although in cases of true financial need the fee may be somewhat reduced, not one cent in excess of the stated fee is accepted.  This helps to guarantee the integrity of the process and no one can think that they might be able, in any way, to “buy” an annulment.  In fact the marriage in question always has the benefit of the doubt when a case for nullity cannot be clearly demonstrated.
   Still many annulments are granted even under the stringent procedures of the Diocese of Arlington.  Not always do people seek an annulment to be able to remarry in the Church.  Often the annulment process is a means of finding true closure to a very difficult and painful experience of Life.  By funding The Bishop’s Lenten Appeal we can help people move on from an unfortunate attempt at marriage and rebuild their lives.
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Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, Maryann Barron, 
Joshua Basile, Philip Calanchini, Jose Campos,

Joe Cassella, Rosa Cobb, Betsabe deSoto,
Marjorie Dolak, Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin,
Danny Frey, Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten,
Marjorie Horan, Mary Love, Carol McCarty,
Baby Peter Michalski, David Murphy, William Schrepel, Lien Shinta, David Wilson, Jr., Baby Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Lila Brown, Joseph Cerroni, Sr., Irene Corrado,

Joseph Gartlan, Maria Keran, William Bud Ko,

Nicholas Lippis, Rita Lippis, Margie McBee,

Steve Saunders, Adele Spauer, Thomas Vander Woude, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Patrick Bouchoux, Jordan Bowren, Jeff Campbell, Brendan Dunne, Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Brian Horn, Josh Moore, Matthew O’Neil,
Justin Smallwood 

                 The Blessed Sacrament
       THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.
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– John Paul II

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
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                  February 25th

Ash Wednesday is a day of universal fast and abstinence in the Church.   On this day ashes are blessed and imposed after the homily.  These ashes are of branches of the olive tree, or, according to custom, of the palm tree or other trees, which have been blessed the previous year.  
In the Bible a mark on the forehead is a symbol of a person's ownership. By having their foreheads marked with the sign of a cross, this symbolizes that the person belongs to Jesus Christ, who died on a Cross.
Ashes are a biblical symbol of mourning and penance.  They also symbolize death and remind us of our mortality. Thus when the priest uses his thumb to sign one of the faithful with the ashes, he says, "Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel”
This beautiful tradition has been kept since around  A.D. 900.  Remember, Lent is a season of sacrifice, repentance, and conversion. 

Notice
Lector Service Needed
Anyone interested in serving as a lector is requested to contact the Parish Office at 703.759.4350.  Please leave your name, best phone number, and an email address.  This is a marvelous way to serve the Lord and our parish.  New lectors are always welcome.
   Bereavement Support Group

We invite all bereaved spouses to join us on February 28th in Padre Pio Hall following the 9:00 a.m. Mass.  We will discuss the need for forming an ongoing spousal support group in our parish.  We welcome people at all stages of the grief journey, whether their loss is recent or years past.  Refreshments will be served.  If you have questions please call Nancy Tanner at 703.757.0045.

From The Office of Religious Education
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 

February

16
No classes

17
All classes

23,24
All classes

March
2,3
All classes

7
First Holy Penance

9,10
All classes

16,17
All classes

23,24
All classes

30,31
All classes

April
6,7
No classes – Holy Week

13,14
No classes – Easter Week
20,21
All classes

27,28
All classes

May
4,5
All classes
11.12
All classes

17
Mass of First Holy Communion

18, 19
Final classes

July

13 – 17
The Week of Graces 9:30 am – 12:30 pm

A week-long summer enrichment program for children ages 5-10 years old.

Updates to the calendar (if any) are distributed during CCD class time to the students at the beginning of each month.  Please refer to the monthly calendar for the most up-to-date information.  Please contact the Office of Religious Education with any questions: Anson Groves, Director Religious Education 703.759.3530 or cyostcatherine@gmail.com.
Save the Date! – April 25, 2009
“Sagra del Siena”: Siena’s Annual Fundraising Event

Mark your calendars and join us for this year’s (2009) fundraising event which will be an open Italian marketplace format where guests will enjoy the freedom to mingle, bid, eat and drink at their own pace.  The evening promises to be a great time for all who attend.  If you are able to volunteer your time, make a monetary or item donation, (such as food or drinks, decorations, auction items, etc. for the event.  Please contact Nancy Rowles at NVRowles@aol.com or 703.255.0188.  We look forward to celebrating with you!

Altar Boy Schedule
	February 14 - 15
	

	5:30 pm
	Paul Battaglia, Tom Bylund, The Hadfords 

	7:30 am
	Sebastian Koehler, Steven Pungellio,

Alex Spalding, The Watsons

	8:45 am
	The Goodwins, The Hales, H. Kotoriy,

J.D. Le Jeune   

	10:30 am
	Dominic Abela, John & Robbie Buttarazzi,

Patrick Kelley, Trey Mohler,  Sean Moriarty,

P. Poirier, Jack Ryland, The Santorums, Patrick Stevens, Walter Twetten,

John Wilkinson

	1:00 pm
	Gabe Chambers, The Krohns,

 Zachary McCoy, Keenan Richardson,

Josh Weaver 

	February 21 - 22

	5:30 pm
	The Browns, The Hatfields, 

Vinnie Marcantonio

	7:30 a.m.
	 The Kerans, Sebastian Koehler,

 Steven Pungello,  Alex Spalding

	8:45 am
	The Kerlis,  J.D. Le Jeune, 

Joseph Livaudais, The Meehans

	10:30 am
	Dominic Abela, John & Robbie Buttarazzi,

Patrick Kelley, Trey Mohler,

Sean Moriarty, P. Poirier, Jack Ryland, The Santorums, Patrick Stevens,

Walter Twetten, John Wilkinson

	1:00 pm
	The Fergusons, The Galbraiths,

The Ketts, Nick Skacel


Siena Chess Club Spring Session
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The Siena Chess Club enjoyed a great winter session and is now opening registration for the spring session.  All children (girls and boys, ages 5 through 12) who love to play chess or are interested in learning how are encouraged to join!  The Club meets every Thursday evening from 6pm to 7pm at Siena Academy in the Elementary Great Room.  The spring session will run for 15 weeks beginning February 5th for a cost of $80.  Your child needs NO chess experience as Mr. Acholonu teaches children at all levels.  Mr. Acholonu is a USCF Life Master who has been teaching chess for over 10 years!  If you have any questions or would like a registration flyer, please contact Nancy Engelhard at nancy.engelhard@gmail.com.  Your child will have lots of fun and gain the value of critical thinking skills that chess encouraged!
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   Siena Academy News
Please note:  Siena Academy will be closed Monday, February 16th in observance of Presidents’ Day
Siena Academy Mission Statement
Siena Academy is a parish school of St. Catherine of Siena.  Its mission is to give glory to God and to assist the parents in their role as primary educators of their children by offering specially prepared environments founded upon the principles and discoveries made by Dr. Maria Montessori in regard to the unique spiritual and developmental needs of the child from birth to adulthood.
Benefits to the child include:  Cooperation; Coordinated movement; Independence; Interdependence; Absorption of knowledge in the sensory motor period; and Experience life outside of the natural birth order.
50/50 Cash Raffle
The 50/50 raffle is back for the Siena Academy fundraiser (Sagra Del Siena).  Tickets are $50 each and the winner gets 50% of the cash in the pool.  Anyone can purchase a ticket because the winner need not be present to win!  It is a cash payout.  Last year, the winner took home $3,500!!!  .
Tickets are available now and may be picked up in the school main hallway, or email NVRowles@aol.com. .  Please make checks payable to Siena Academy-Sagra
2009  Car Raffle

Look for your raffle tickets in the mail.  This is the 3rd year that St. Catherine’s has participated.  Funds raised go toward the Hope Fund, which provides tuition assistance for parish families.  And, last year a parishioner won a car!
First Yearbook

Siena Academy is planning to publish their first yearbook in the Spring!  Be a part of history!  Place a personal note or congratulate a child, the class, a staff member, or the parish in Siena Academy’s first yearbook.  Or, advertise your business and help pursue local businesses to advertise for a small price of:
Full page (8” x 10”) - $250
1/2 page  (8” x 5”) - $125

1/4 page (3.75” x 4”) - $75
1 /8 page (3.75” x 2.25”) - $60
Ads will be printed in black & white.  Please contact Nancy Rowles at NVRowles@aol.com for further information.
Catholic Bioethics Today

When: Sunday, February 15th at 2:00 p.m.

Where: St. Raymond’s Catholic Church located at 8750 Pohick Rd. in Springfield, Virginia
$15 per person/$25 per couple/$10 per student

Co-Sponsored by Catholic Medical Association &

Divine Mercy Care

Speakers include: Fr. Paul De Ladurantaye, Secretary Religious Education Arlington Diocese, Dr. John Bruchalski, Founder Tepeyac Family Center

RSVP: Dr. Marie Anderson 703.273.9440 x 107 or marie.anderson@tepeyacfamilycenter.com..

Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips
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Membership in the Club and Senior Status is not required. Early Registration is Suggested!
( March 3 – Philadelphia Flower Show – The theme is “Bella Italia”  The show will feature numerous displays, wine tasting, a culinary presentation, live entertainment and an optional delicious tea ($28).  There are also Italian shops and an opportunity to win prizes.  $97, includes the tea, $69 without the tea.
( March 22 – Day trip to Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Baltimore.  Professional show is Beauty and the Beast.

Buffet lunch, deluxe motor coach.  $72.00.

( April 2 -  Day Trip to see the Cherry Blossoms, the new Capital Visitors Center, plus The Boticantial Gardens, and The Pentagon Memorial with lunch at Union Station.  Cost is:$36 (seating is limited, early registration suggested).
( April 22&23 – Atlantic City overnight, staying at the Tropicana including buffet dinner and breakfast.  And $10.00 bonus.  A show will be included if one is scheduled.  On the 23rd we will go to the Day Resorts with another bonus (up to $25.00).  Deluxe motor coach.  Early registration is suggested. $139.00.

(April 29 – Mystery Day Trip - Includes meal, show, a prize if you can guess the mystery??? This will be a fun trip without much walking.  $86.00.

(May 2-7 – Ottawa & Thousand Islands -  5 nights lodging, 3 in Ottawa, including 5 breakfasts, 3 dinners, guided tour of the Parliament, Canadian Museum, Casino duLac Lamy, and a cruise on the St. Lawrence River, plus much more. $525.00.

(May 13-15 – 3 days, 2 nights.  A taste of the old South at “TARA”, a lovely country inn, resembles the home in “Gone With The Wind, in PA.  The home features theme rooms, “high teas”, southern meals, and a guided tour. All bedrooms have fireplace.  Includes a paddlewheel cruise on Lake Conneaut, visit historic Buhl Mansion, a wine and chocolate tour and other attractions.  $409

Coming Next Year!!

(2010 June 12 – 22 – Once every ten years, at the start of a new decade, local residents of the small German town of Oberammergau perform the Passionsspiele (Passion Play), a dramatic recreation of the last days of Christ.  The play was first performed 375 years ago; today, it is one of Germany’s oldest festivals.  The year 2010 promises to be one of history’s most important seasons as it marks the end of the first decade of the new millennium.  We will visit Munich, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Vienna, Melk, Oberammergau, Gratz, and Lake Chiemsee.  Cost is $3,929 per person, including airfare and taxes, 9 buffet breakfasts, 1 lunch and 5 dinners.  11 days and 9 nights leaving from Dulles Airport.  Call for details/reservations.  

You do not need to be a senior to join us, or a member of the Club.  Please call the following for more information and/or registration.

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Connie at 703.759.2939.

In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: w[image: image9.png]Siena Academy
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 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

Prayers of the Faithful:

That each of us will joyously share a portion of our gifts for the work of our Diocese through the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal.  We pray to the Lord.
Order of Malta – Mass for the Sick

When: February 21st, at 11:00 a.m.
Where: St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church

located: 3304 Washington Boulevard in Arlington
Bishop Paul Loverde will celebrate a special Mass and Blessing for the Sick of the Diocese.  All members of the Diocese who are sick or who suffer from disabilities are invited to attend.  A light lunch, at no cost will be provided by the Northern Virginia Knights and Dames of the Federal Association of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta will follow.  All sick and disabled of the Diocese are invited to attend.  Those planning to attend the light luncheon afterwards are asked to contact either Florine Mullins at 703.706-4229 or Bertha Braddock at 703.212.9339
Eucharistic Holy Hour
The Arlington Division of the World Apostolate of Fatima will sponsor a Eucharistic Holy Hour on Sunday, February 22nd from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. at St. Thomas à Becket Catholic Church located at 1421 Wiehle Avenue in Reston.  We hope you will join us in prayer as our Blessed Mother requested when she appeared at Fatima.

Lenten Day of Recollection for Women
The Mission of Women in the Thought of St. Paul

With the Reverend Bruce Nieli, CSP

When: Saturday, March 7th
Where: St. Raymond Catholic Church, 8750 Pohick Road in Springfield, Virginia.
Schedule:

8:30 am
Registration

9:00 am
Morning Prayer

9:15 am
Reflection by Fr. Nieli

11:00 am
Mass with Bishop Loverde

12:00 pm
Luncheon

1:00 pm
Reflection by Fr. Nieli
Cost: $30

Registration required by February 28th

Presented by the Arlington Diocesan Council of Catholic Women in conjunction with the Arlington Diocesan Office for Family Life.  With questions or to register, please contact thelgarry@yahoo.com or call 703.978.1163.
Almighty God,

Remove the scourge of abortion from the face of the Earth.  Amen.
ST. BERNADETTE – February 18th
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   Bernadette Soubirous was born in Lourdes, France, on January 7, 1844. She died in 1879. Her parents were very poor. Bernadette suffered from asthma, which make her susceptible to disease that eventual killer her.

She was not a very bright young lady and her education suffered because of this. But she was kind-hearted and determined to live the life God appointed for her.

   Bernadette is most famous for a series of apparitions in which she claimed to have seen a young lady appearing to her. The location of these visions was an out-of-the-way grotto by the river Gave.  The apparition had several messages for Bernadette, one of the more striking being: I cannot promise you happiness in this life, only in the next. Another message was a request that the priest build a chapel on that spot. The most famous message came when Bernadette asked the lady's name; she replied, I am the Immaculate Conception. 
   The Lady of the apparition later directed Bernadette to drink from the spring and eat the grass there. Bernadette saw no stream, so she dug, and after a few moments came to some water that was welling up from the ground. She had just found a spring that no one previously knew existed. Quite a few miracles of healing have been attributed to the waters of the spring, although Bernadette herself never profited from it (either by financial gain or by health). The Catholic Church does not attribute miraculous powers to the water, and before declaring any healings miraculous sends all reported healings to an independent panel of doctors who sit on the Lourdes medical board. One example would be the case where a woman with a withered optic nerve began to see clearly, even though the nerve remained withered: There is no scientific explanation for why she could now see, the nerve did in fact heal some time later. Currently a few more than 70 healings are recognized by the Church as miraculous.
   Bernadette loathed the attention the apparitions gave her and spent most of the rest of her life trying to hide from people who sought her out. She had a late vocation (back then, this meant 22 years old). Because of her health and the crowds that would come to see her, Bernadette was never able to do the work she wanted. .
People who interviewed her found her to be very simple and very humble, as well as very sincere and obsessed with truth. She had a consistent story about the apparitions, and a very vivid and detailed story; she was never found to have told an untruth.
   When she entered heaven the last words on her lips were prayers to Jesus and to the saints. Her body never decayed and remains in a glass case at her convent in Nevers, France. She was proclaimed a saint by Pope Pius XI on December 8, 1933.


















