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Mass Intentions

Sunday, March 29

7:30 a.m.
Margaret Healy (
  
8:45 a.m.
 Clara Katherine Belli ( 
10:30 a.m.
Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
 Christina O’Connell   
Monday, March 30 

9:00 a.m.
 Patrick Downes
Tuesday, March 31

9:00 a.m.
Luigi Franco (
Wednesday, April 1


9:00 a.m.
The Garback Family
 
Thursday, April 2
9:00 a.m.   
Eugene Belet (
Friday, April 3

6:30 a.m.
Mary McCurdy (


9:00 a.m.
Hal Black (

    
Saturday,  April 4

9:00 a.m.
Donald Orr (
 

5:30 p.m.
Thomas McCormick (
  READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – 5th Sunday of Lent
Jer 31: 31-34, Ps 51, Heb 5: 7-9, Jn 12: 20-33
Monday – Weekday in Lent
Dn 13: 1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62, Ps 23, Jn 8: 1-11
Tuesday – Weekday in Lent
Nm 21: 4-9, Ps 102, Jn 8: 21-30
Wednesday – Weekday in Lent
Dn 3: 14-20, 91-92, 95, (Ps) Dn 3, Jn 8: 31-42
Thursday – Weekday in Lent
Gn 17: 3-9, Ps 105, Jn 8: 51-59
Friday – First Friday 
Jer 20: 10-13, Ps 18, Jn 10: 31-42
Saturday – First Saturday
Ez 37: 21 – 28, (Ps) Jer 31, Jn 11: 45-56
The Solemnity of Holy Week

Latin: Hebdomada Sancta or Maior Hebdomada.  The "Greater Week" in Christianity is the last week of Lent and the week before Easter. It includes Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and lasts from Palm Sunday until but not including Easter Sunday. It commemorates the last week of the earthly life of Jesus Christ culminating in His Crucifixion on Good Friday and His Resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of March 21/22.  regular collection brought in $15,275 and the Poor Box yielded $502. 
A Word from Fr. Drummond

   The devil does not hassle those who are doing his work for him; he focuses his tricks on those who are doing good.  So when the Church comes under attack or has difficult times it is probably because the Church is actually doing her work in a good way.  Such were my thoughts when both The Washington Post and The Washington Times recently ran lead stories about a new poll that indicated many Catholics are leaving the Church, often to join evangelical denominations.  The articles were particularly interesting for what they did not say.  There was no mention of how many of the erstwhile Catholics had been regularly attending Mass on Sundays and Days of Obligation, (nor how many regularly made use of the Sacrament of Confession), before they left the Church.  It would also be interesting to know how many of the “former” Catholics were in second marriages outside the Church because they would not seek an annulment for their first marriage, or having sought one were denied.  Other questions that were not addressed were how many of these people practice contraception, or are living active homosexual life-styles and most important, how many of them believed in the Eucharist.  The new poll probably did not address any of those issues.

   About ten or twelve years ago Time magazine ran an article on religion in the United States which showed the Catholic Church among the fast growing denominations.  I 

forget just how large it said the Catholic Church was but I think it was about sixty million.  The recent poll put the number of Catholics at fifty-nine million. But in either case, there are still the above-mentioned questions that need to be answered before we get a realistic picture.  Many critics of the Church like to estimate that only 20% of those who identify themselves as Catholic believe and abide by the core teachings of the Church (particularly with regard to contraception, abortion, etc.).  Now, 20% of 59 million is almost 12 million, and that is still larger than other single Christian denominations!

   Any time a Catholic leaves the Church, for whatever reason, it is a tragedy.  As a priest I sometimes have people come up to me to enthusiastically inform me that they used to be Catholic.  One priest I know responds to such people with the question, “Oh, what sin did you not want to give up?”  I take a somewhat different approach and ask if they ever truly believed in the Eucharist.  A profession of Faith and a good confession will rehabilitate any “former” Catholic, and we should all fervently pray for all who have left the Church to come Home.  At the same time when we read polls of dropping numbers, or criticism and attacks on the Faith we should see them for what they really are – signs of desperation on the part of the enemy.
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Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, Maryann Barron, 
Joshua Basile, Philip Calanchini, Jose Campos,

Melvin Carroll, Joe Cassella, Betsabe deSoto,
Marjorie Dolak, Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin,
Danny Frey, Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten, 
Marjorie Horan, Carol McCarty, Baby Peter Michalski, David Murphy, William Schrepel, Lien Shinta,
David Wilson, Jr., Baby Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Lila Brown, Joseph Cerroni, Sr., Irene Corrado,

Joseph Gartlan, Maria Keran, William Bud Ko,

Nicholas Lippis, Rita Lippis, Margie McBee,

Steve Saunders, Adele Spauer, Thomas Vander Woude, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Patrick Bouchoux, Jordan Bowren, Brendan Dunne, Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Brian Horn, Josh Moore, Matthew O’Neil,
Justin Smallwood 

                 The Blessed Sacrament
       THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.

– John Paul II

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena  
Catholic Church

Holy Week and Easter 2009 

April 5 - Palm Sunday

Distribution of Blessed Palms at all Masses 

April 6 – Monday in Holy Week
Mass at 9:00 a.m. Confessions following Mass

April 7 – Tuesday in Holy Week

Mass at 9:00 a.m. - Confessions following Mass

April 8 – Wednesday in Holy Week

Mass at 9:00 a.m.

Eucharistic Adoration concludes
with Holy Hour at 7:30 p.m.
April 9 – Holy Thursday

Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 p.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament immediately following until Midnight
April 10 – Good Friday

Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.
Confessions following until noon.

Liturgy of the Passion at 3:00 p.m.

April 11 – Holy Saturday

Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.

Blessing of Easter Food following Morning Prayer and

Confessions following until 10:30 a.m.
Easter Vigil (Latin Mass) at 8:30 p.m. with Adult Choir

April 12 – Easter Day Masses

Mass at 8:00 a.m. with Hymns

English Mass at 10:00 a.m. with Adult Choir

Mass at 12:00 p.m. with Treble Choir

Please note that Mass times on Easter Day differ from    the normal schedule.

Holy Land Christians – April 4/5
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The Christians of Bethlehem will present their beautiful hand-carved olive wood renditions in the narthex.  These unique and unusual carvings from the town of Bethlehem would be ideal gifts or for display in your own home.   Made by the Christians of Bethlehem, they supply a much-needed source of income.  Proceeds of sales will help to support our Christian brethren in the Holy Land.
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   The Knights of Columbus News             


Pancake Breakfast

Next Sunday, April 5th the Knights will sponsor a Pancake Breakfast, in Bishop Justs Hall, following the 8:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses.  Donations will be accepted, and all are cordially invited.
Lenten Dinner

All are cordially invited to the Lenten Dinner in Bishop Justs Hall on Friday evenings (through April 3rd) from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  Please join us at 7:30 p.m. in the Church for the Stations of the Cross following the Lenten Dinner.  Please stay and pray with us.

Congratulations
Extending a warm welcome and congratulations to Paul Szerszen who joined the Padre Pio Council and received his 1st Degree on 10 March 09.

“Sagra del Siena” – April 25, 2009
Did you find your invitation to Siena Academy’s Annual Fundraising Event in last week’s bulletin?  If not, please pick one up in the main hallway at Siena Academy.  This event promises to be enjoyable for all who attend.  Designed to feel like an open Italian marketplace, guests will enjoy the freedom to mingle, bid, eat and drink at their own pace.  Food will be served buffet-style and there will be an open bar sponsored by Napa Valley Wine.  The entire event will take place in Bishop Justs Hall and will include live and silent auctions, as well as a 50/50 raffle.  Please consider joining fellow parishioners and school families for an evening of fellowship and support for your amazing parish school.  After completing the form, with your check attached, it may be deposited in the envelope on the Siena bulletin board in the Narthex, or at the Siena Academy Office.  If you are able to volunteer your time, make a monetary or item donation (such as food or drinks for the event, decorations, auction items, etc.); please contact Nancy Rowles at NVRowles@aol.com or 703.255.0188.  We appreciate your support and look forward to celebrating with you!

Solemnities and Holy Days of Obligation

Some solemnities are also Holy Days of Obligation, on which Catholics are required to attend Mass.
Moreover, the canon law of the Catholic Church requires that on Holy Days of Obligation Catholics are to avoid "work" and "affairs" that "hinder the worship to be rendered to God" or interfere with "suitable relaxation of mind and body" just as is required on Sundays. 

St. Catherine of Siena Update

New Website

For everything you ever wanted to know about

St. Catherine of Siena Parish, but forgot to ask during office hours, you may visit the parish Website at

saintcatherineschurch.org.
From The Office of Religious Education
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 

March
30,31
All classes

April
6,7
No classes – Holy Week

13,14
No classes – Easter Week

20,21
All classes

27,28
All classes

May
4,5
All classes

11.12
All classes

17
Mass of First Holy Communion

18, 19
Final classes

July

13 – 17
The Week of Graces 9:30 am – 12:30 pm

A week-long summer enrichment program for children ages 5-10 years old.
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  The Women’s Association News
Author’s Corner Book Talk

The St. Catherine’s Women’s Association is sponsoring an Author’s Corner Book Talk on Thursday, April 2nd at 7:30 p.m. in Bishop Justs Hall.  Come meet Art and Laraine Bennett and learn tips from their book, The Temperament God Gave Your Spouse.  There will be a Book signing, and refreshments will be served.  Everyone is invited to join us.  See the bulletin insert for details.   

A Warm Welcome to Newcomers 

If you are a visitor who regularly attends Mass at St. Catherine’s, it is very important we know who you are!  Please fill out a simple card at the Parish Office that will allow us to serve you better.  Being on the rolls of St. Catherine gives you a few benefits.  Mainly, the Priests get to know their flock by name, essential in times of illness or death and for receiving some of the Sacraments.  By using offertory envelopes with your name on them we can provide year-end tax information that is unavailable to those who place checks or cash in the collection.  Year-end proof of donations will be required on tax returns.

Parish Registration

We welcome you to our Parish Community and invite you to call or register in person at the Parish Office.
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   Siena Academy News
Bringing Order to Our Lives

Please join us on Tuesday, March 31st at 10:00 a.m. in Padre Pio Hall for coffee and fellowship.  Nancy Engelhard will share tips for time management and home organization.  Nancy is a mother of three (soon to be four) young children who also works a home business part-time.  Her tips and tools will prove helpful for everyone, regardless of your stage or calling in life.
Recycle and Raise $ for Siena Academy

eScript (Electronic Scrip Incorporated)
Fundraising Program

We are recycling old ipods, cell phones, ink jet and toner cartridges, and laptops. (Laptops must have enough charge to power-up, the power cord must be included, and the hard drive must be removed).  If you wish to recycle and at the same time help our school, please contact Betsye Richardson at betsyer@verizon.net or place your item(s) in the eScript collection box at the top of the stairwell leading to the school.  Thank you for your support!   2009  Car Raffle

Back for its third year is the car & cash raffle sponsored by All Saints Parish.  Last year a St. Catherine’s parishioner was one of the lucky winners!  By now you’ve received your tickets.  For every $5 ticket sold Siena Academy makes $3.  Proceeds go to defer tuition costs for parish families.  Please consider buying or selling a few tickets.  Tickets are available for purchase at the school and at the rectory.  Many thanks to those who have purchased and1or returned tickets.  April 20th will be the last day to buy tickets.

50/50 Cash Raffle
The 50/50 raffle is back for the Siena Academy fundraiser (Sagra Del Siena).  Tickets are $50 each and the winner gets 50% of the cash in the pool.  Anyone can purchase a ticket because the winner need not be present to win!  It is a cash payout.  Last year, the winner took home $3,500!!!  .
Tickets are available now and may be picked up in the school main hallway, or email NVRowles@aol.com. .  Please make checks payable to Siena Academy-Sagra
Please Support KOVAR (April 16-19)

Volunteer Opportunity

KOVAR: “Knights of Virginia Assisting the Citizens with Intellectual Disabilities”  This annual non-profit fundraiser is used for a variety of assistance programs, including sheltered workshops, housing, transportation and food for these special people. The fundraising drive consists of soliciting money from passers-by at various street corners in the Great Falls area, and offering Tootsie Rolls as a token of appreciation.  Our Padre Pio Knights of Columbus Chapter needs your help. Please seriously consider volunteering your time; (we will be grateful for a few hours). People with intellectual disabilities are an opportunity for those of us who are more fortunate to demonstrate our love for all of God’s people.  Please contact Mike Fabrizi at 703.847.-696 or mike.fabrizi@gmail.com to volunteer.
The Over Fifty Club of St. Catherine of Siena
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Extending an invitation for any Senior to join our Social Club.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in Bishop Justs Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  There are interesting speakers, trips, special luncheons and a fun social time to meet new people.  We also have a social bridge group that meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Single’s or couples are warmly welcomed.  For more information contact Mary Ann at 703.404.8677, or Madeline at 703.759.2605.

Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips
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Membership in the Club and Senior Status is not required. Early Registration is Suggested!
( April 22&23 – Atlantic City overnight, staying at the Tropicana including buffet dinner and breakfast.  And $10.00 bonus.  A show will be included if one is scheduled.  On the 23rd we will go to the Day Resorts with another bonus (up to $25.00).  Deluxe motor coach.  Early registration is suggested. $139.00.

(April 29 – Mystery Day Trip - Includes meal, show, a prize if you can guess the mystery??? This will be a fun trip without much walking.  $86.00.

(May 2-7 – Ottawa & Thousand Islands -  5 nights lodging, 3 in Ottawa, including 5 breakfasts, 3 dinners, guided tour of the Parliament, Canadian Museum, Casino duLac Lamy, and a cruise on the St. Lawrence River, plus much more. $525.00.

(May 13 -  “Little Assisi” Pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City, Maryland on the grounds of the St. Joseph Cupertino Friary.  We will visit the Chapel “Jewel” of the Shrine and also the relic of St. Anthony and the Friars will lead us in prayer.  We will tour the Italian Renaissance Shrine situated on 30 acres of rolling hills.  At noon we’ll have Mass in the Chapel with Father Mark Moretti from St. Thomas à Becket Parish followed by lunch prepared by the Franciscans.  The afternoon will be devoted to quiet meditation and then Benediction.  Confession is available with the Friars.  You do not want to miss this beautiful prayerful day.  $89 includes motor coach, driver’s tip and lunch.  Early registration is suggested.  Departure at St. Thomas à Becket.

Please call the following for more information and/or registration.

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Connie at 703.759.2939.

Parishioner Information Request

All registered parishioners should check with the parish office if they have moved or changed phone numbers to assure that our records are up to date.  The parish office is open from 10:00 am until 5:00 p.m. The telephone number is (703) 759-4350.
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.
Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday)
The Church celebrates the entrance of the Messiah into Jerusalem, to accomplish his paschal mystery. Before most celebrations of Mass this day, the priest blesses palm leaves.  Mass includes a reading of the Passion, the narrative of Jesus’ capture, sufferings and death. 

Monday to Wednesday
Holy Monday (or Fig Monday), Holy Tuesday and Holy Wednesday (sometimes called Spy Wednesday). The Gospels of these days recount events not all of which occurred on the corresponding days between Jesus' entry into Jerusalem and his Last Supper.
The Chrism Mass, whose texts the Roman Missal now gives under Holy Thursday, may be brought forward to one of these days, to facilitate participation by as many as possible of the clergy of the diocese together with the bishop. This Mass was not included in editions of the Roman Missal before the time of Pope Pius XII. In this Mass the bishop blesses separate oils for the sick (used in Anointing of the Sick) for catechumens (used in Baptism) and chrism (used in Baptism, but especially in Confirmation and Holy Orders, as well as in rites such as the blessing of an altar and a church).
Holy Thursday
The day commemorates the Last Supper of Christ and his Eleven Apostles and the institution of the Eucharist. 

Celebration of this Mass marks the beginning of the Sacred Paschal Triduum that concludes with the Easter Vigil. The Roman Missal recommends that, if considered pastorally appropriate, the priest should, immediately after the homily, celebrate the rite of washing the feet of an unspecified number of men, customarily twelve. 

At the conclusion of Mass, the Blessed Sacrament is carried in procession to an "altar of repose" away from the main body of the church. At an appropriate time, the altar is stripped and, to the extent possible, whatever crosses are in the church are removed, and it recommends that any remaining crosses be veiled. 
Good Friday
The Church mourns for Christ’s death, reverences the Cross, and marvels at his life for his obedience until death. The only sacraments celebrated are Penance and Anointing of the Sick. The altar remains completely bare, without cross, candlesticks, or altar cloths. It is customary to empty the holy water fonts in preparation of the blessing of the water at the Easter Vigil. The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord takes place in the afternoon, ideally at three o'clock. Since 1970, the colour of the vestments is red. Previously it was black. If a bishop celebrates, he wears a plain mitre. 

Holy Saturday
A day of silence and prayer which commemorates the dead Christ in the tomb. No Mass is celebrated.  The remaining Eucharistic Hosts consecrated on Holy Thursday are kept elsewhere, usually the sacristy, with a lamp or candle burning before it, so that, in cases of the danger of death, they may be given as viaticum. The celebration of Easter may begin after sundown on what is therefore liturgically Easter Sunday, though still Saturday in the civil calendar. 

In the Diocese & Other Events
Website: w[image: image12.jpg]


ww.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

Chrisendom College Presents

When: April 3rd, 4th and 5th at 8:00 p.m.

 & a Sunday Matinee at 3:00 p.m.

Where: Warren County High School Auditorium

155 Westminster Drive, Front Royal, Virginia

The Christendom College Players will present the exciting British mystery thriller, The Woman in White.  Adapted from the best-selling thriller written by Victorian novelist Wilkie Collins, this performance is appropriate for the whole family.  Tickets are $8 for adults, $5 for students, $3 for children 12 and under.  For further information, or to reserve tickets at the door, please call 540.636.2900, ext. 1390 or 1327.
From the Office of the Chancellor         
Defend Conscience Protections
On February 27th the Obama Administration announced its intention to remove a current regulation protecting conscience rights for health care workers.  On March 10th the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued a formal proposal to rescind this regulation, thereby activating a 30-day public comment period.  Please visit the Virginia Catholic Conference’s website at www.vacatholic.org and access the link at the top of the site to submit a comment to HHS and to find out more information.  The existing but now endangered regulation is essential for those at risk of being discriminated against because of their moral or religious objection to abortion.  Help protect the rights of Catholic health care professionals and institutions!  Comment at www.vacatholic.org by

April 9th.


















