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Mass Intentions

Sunday, May 31
7:30 a.m.
Billy Scott
8:45 a.m.
Douglas W. Phillips   
10:30 a.m.
Pro Populo 

1:00 p.m.
Mary Barron
 
Monday, June 2 

9:00 a.m.
Marie McDermot  (
Tuesday, June 3

9:00 a.m. 
Jennifer Barchas

Wednesday, June 3


9:00 a.m.    
Michail McDermot (
Thursday, June 4

9:00 a.m.
Edmon McDermot (

Friday, June 5

9:00 a.m.
Molly McDermot (

Saturday, June 6


9:00 a.m.
Rosalind Peeler 

5:30 p.m.
Curt Minersagen (

 
READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-11, Ps 104, 1 Cor 12: 3b-7, 12-13, Jn 20: 19-23

Monday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Tb 1: 3; 2: 1a-8, Ps 112, Mk 12: 1-12
Tuesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Tb 2: 9-14, Ps 112, Mk 12: 13-17
Wednesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Tb 3: 1-11a, 16-17, Ps 25, Mk 12: 18-27
Thursday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Tb 6: 10-11; 7: 1 bede, 9-17; 8: 4-9a, Ps 128, Mk 12: 28-34
Friday – First Friday 
Tb 11: 5-17, Ps 146, Mk 12: 35-37
Saturday – First Saturday
Tb 12: 1, 5-15, 20, (Ps) Tb 13, Mk 12: 38-44
Opus Dei Recollection

A priest of the Opus Dei prelature presents an “Evening of Recollection” for women on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. in the Church.
The schedule for “Evenings of Recollection” for men may be obtained by visiting Website: restonstudycenter.org.  For further information call 703.689.3433.

  .
Daily Rosary

The Rosary, a “summary of the Gospel”, is a wonderful way to have daily contact with Mary, the Mother of the Lord.  Visit www.theholyrosary.org to learn how to pray the Holy Rosary.

A Word from the Pastor

   Thursday, May 21st marked the fifteenth anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood.  The ordaining bishop was the late Bishop John Keating, and four other men were ordained with me.  Of the five of us, one left the priesthood about eight or nine years ago.  The three other remaining in my class are Father Thomas Ferguson, Father Richard Guest and Father Don Rooney.

   The trials and challenges of the priesthood can be many, especially for the newly ordained.  As a seminarian one is often celebrated and feted, and people tend to gush and say how wonderful it is, what the seminarian is doing.  Although the demands of the seminarian, both academic and spiritual are demanding, there is also a wonderful sense of fraternity and support among the seminarians.  All this dissipates after the flush of exhilaration that comes with ordination, and the new priest settles into his first assignment.  Reality sets in, and it can be difficult.  The newly ordained is the low man on the hierarchical totem pole of rectory life.  He is often assigned with priests he doesn’t know very well, if at all, and sometimes dislikes.  The support that he received from his fellow seminarians falls away.  The structure and discipline built into seminary life, which makes praying the Divine Office, (to which the priest is bound) easy to keep up with, is likewise gone.    Unless the newly ordained is careful to discipline himself in this respect, he may find himself missing the appropriate times of day for the Divine Office or the Liturgy of Hours, and then praying them all at once at the end of the day, or even worse omitting the required prayers altogether.  Added to this, dissatisfied parishioners may unwittingly (and sometimes knowingly) try to set up the newly ordained against his pastor.  A caring and thoughtful pastor can be of tremendous help to the newly ordained in navigating all these pitfalls.  Unfortunately, the pastor is sometimes not so caring, or thoughtful, and may be consumed by troubles of his own.

  Whatever the situation in the rectory, and in the parish, it is of vital importance that the priest gives priority to his prayer life.  This is true of the newly ordained, the priest who is 15 years ordained, and even the priest who is 50 or more years ordained.  From his diaconate, the priest is obligated to pray the Divine Office, or the Liturgy of Hours, which has specific prayers for five specific times of the day. The Liturgy of Hours, in a very real way, sets the rhythm of the priests day.  In addition the priest should celebrate Mass every day – even if he does not have a public Mass assigned to him.  The priest should also make time each day to spend with the Blessed Sacrament.  And, finally he should regularly make use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation:  I think, at least once a month.  Unless the priest is rooted in Jesus Christ, he can never succeed.  The only way to root himself in Christ is through prayer and the sacraments.  This is true of all Christians, but especially so of priests.

   If the challenges of the priesthood are many, the joys are even more so.  First and foremost, there is the intense joy of celebrating the Mass.  As I begin the Eucharistic Prayer I usually lose all awareness of my own self, and am quite simply filled with Jesus.  Then, there is the truly humbling joy of forgiving sins within the Sacrament of Reconciliation, especially when the penitent has been away from the Sacrament and sometimes the Church itself for many long years.  The palpable sense of release experienced by the penitent is a great joy to both priest and penitent.  Also, the ability to comfort the suffering and those who mourn, often just by ones presence, which  is balanced by the joy of baptizing an infant and opening up to him or her, not only life in Christ here and now, but also everlasting life in heaven.  To watch the same child grow and give them first penance and first Communion, and eventually Confirmation, and later perhaps marriage …  

   Fifteen years are just not enough.  The days can be very long, but the years pass way too fast … And, I thank God for every one.
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Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, Maryann Barron, 
Joshua Basile, Philip Calanchini, Jose Campos,

Joe Cassella, Betsabe deSoto, Marjorie Dolak,
Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin, Danny Frey,
Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten, Marjorie Horan,
Carol McCarty, Baby Peter Michalski, David Murphy, William Schrepel, Lien Shinta, Abby Trepacz,
Ana Laura Valdez, Baby Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Lila Brown, Joseph Cerroni, Sr., Irene Corrado,
Joseph Dunne, Joseph Gartlan, Maria Keran,
William Bud Ko, Nicholas Lippis, Rita Lippis,
Margie McBee, Steve Saunders, Adele Spauer,
Thomas Vander Woude, Victor Wouters, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Douglas Beer, Patrick Bouchoux, Jordan Bowren, Brendan Dunne, Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Michael Holtz, Brian Horn,  Kathleen Mahoney,
Josh Moore, Matthew O’Neil, Mathew Rowell,
Justin Smallwood 

Call to Holy Orders

Seminarian, Mick Kelly received the call to Holy Orders from Bishop Loverde who will ordain Mick a transitional Deacon at St. Thomas Moore Cathedral on Saturday, the sixth of June.  Mick was assigned to St. Catherine’s for the summer of 2006 and has since spent his Christmas and Easter’s here with us, assisting in all the special, and often complicated holiday Masses.  It is a great honour for me personally, and for our entire Parish that the newly ordained Deacon, Mick Kelly will serve at our Vigil Mass on the sixth of June – his dealconal ordination day and will also preach for the very first time!

St. Catherine’s will host a reception for Mick immediately following the Vigil Mass in Bishop Justs Hall.  Everyone is invited!  

               The Blessed Sacrament
       THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.

– John Paul II

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
Electronic Offertory Giving with Faith Direct
Can’t find your checkbook or envelope Sunday morning?  Join the parishioners who are using Faith Direct for automated giving to St. Catherine.  It is secure, convenient and Faith Direct will provide you offertory cards to place in the basket during the collections.  There is no cost to you, and the program provides a great benefit to our parish.  Sign-up today by visiting www.faithdirect.net.  Our parish code is VA129.
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  The Women’s Association News
The Women’s Association of St. Catherine’s wishes to thank you for your support in its many activities throughout this past year, and cordially invites you to its 


Mother/Daughter Tea


June 7th from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. to be held in

The Pastor’s Garden*
Come spend a lovely afternoon in camaraderie with fellow members of the Association, and enjoy a selection of home-made delicacies.

Kindly RSVP to Christiane at 703.377.6618.

*In the event of rain, we will relocate to Padre Pio Hall.
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The Saint Catherine of Siena Choir

presents

A Concert of Sacred Music

From Glory to Glory:

A Celebration of the Church’s Spring

featuring works by 

Bach, Vivaldi, Haydn, Byrd, Lotti, Bardos, Vaughan Williams, Stanford, Piccolo, & Nestor

Sunday, May 31

3:00 p.m.

St. Catherine of Siena Roman Catholic Church

Join St. Catherine’s Conductor-in-Residence Leo Nestor, Justine Bayard Ward, Professor of Music & Director of the Institute of Sacred
Music at Catholic University, along with Parish Music Director &
award-winning organist Kimberly Hess, as they lead the resident choir
of professional voices in sacred song … to the Greater Glory of God!

Adults: $25.00     Children: $10.00

Suggested Donation
tickets will be sold at the door
Proceeds benefit the Parish Music Program
for further information, call 703.759-4350

Choir Fundraiser Update
As of May 24, 2009, the choir fundraiser has raised $13,300.00.  Tickets for the choir concert and pledge cards will be available after each Mass throughout the month of May.  Please help us to make our goal of 30K by making a pledge, helping to sell tickets, attending the concert, or ordering a CD of the concert.  This promises to be a beautiful concert.  Your help and generosity will be greatly appreciated. 

Attention High School and College Graduates
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We are looking for the names and schools of all our high school and college graduates.  All graduating students are encouraged to submit their names and school for a special bulletin insert to recognize their accomplishments.

Please sign-up (print your name and school in block letters) on the church bulletin board in the narthex.  The deadline to submit your information is June 19th.
Food Drive for Christ House Continues
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Christ House in Alexandria is in urgent need of food items for families in our diocese who are suffering during this economic downturn.  St. Catherine’s will be collecting food items to help alleviate this need.  Marked collection bins will be placed in the narthex of the Church.  Please be generous. 

The following items are urgently needed:

boxed instant potatoes, boxed rice, canned fruit
But the following items are in constant need of re-supply:

canned tuna, jars of spaghetti sauce, dried pasta, as well as canned pasta, canned vegetables, cereal, peanut butter, jellies/jams, bags/boxes of cookies, complete pancake mix, syrup, sugar, ice tea mix, bottled water, liquid laundry soap, sandwich bags.  Thank you for providing for those less fortunate, and may God bless this effort.
From The Office of Religious Education
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                 Catechist Corner


Confrater

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

Class Calendar 

July 
13 – 17 The Week of Graces 9:30 am – 12:30 pm

A week-long summer enrichment program for children ages 5-10 years old.
Please contact the Office of Religious Education with any questions.  Anson Groves, Director of Religious Education 703.759.3530 or cyostcatherine@gmail.com

Papal Blessings and Papal Audiences
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      If you are interested in receiving a papal            blessing    for an anniversary, birthday or other special occasion, or plan on visiting Rome and would like to attend a general papal audience, please contact the Parish Office at least three   months in advance of the event or visit to Rome.  Note that the papal audiences are only on Wednesdays and are subject to the Holy Father’s health, travels and weekly schedule.  Call 703.759.4350.
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   Siena Academy News
Mission Statement

Siena Academy is the parish school at St. Catherine of Siena.  Its mission is to give glory to God and to assist parents in the role as primary educators of their children by offering specially prepared environments founded upon the principles and discoveries made by Dr. Maria Montessori in regard to the unique spiritual and developmental needs of the child from birth to adulthood.
Siena Academy – School Year 2009-2010

Parent/Toddler Class

We are currently accepting applications for our Parent/Toddler Class.  This class is for children between the ages of 18 months and 3 years, and will be held for two consecutive days per week, Monday and Tuesday or Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  Please call the school office at 703.759.4129 for applications and further information.  

Parent/Infant Class

This fall we will be offering a Parent/Infant Class, ages  0-10 months.  This class will be four consecutive Friday’s, 2 hours per class. This class is offered six times throughout the year.  If you are interested please call the school office to have your name placed on our list.  The schedule of sessions and registration forms will be available at a later date.

eScrip Recycling Program

Through the eScrip (Electronic Scrip Incorporated) Fundraising Program, Siena Academy hopes to raise money while recycling your old electronics.  We are collecting old ipods, cell phones, ink-jet and toner cartridges, and laptops.  Laptops must have enough charge to power-up, the power cord must be included, and the hard drive must be removed.  If you wish to recycle and at the same time help your parish school, please contact Betsye Richardson at betsyer@verizon.net or place your item(s) in the eScrip collection box at the top of the school stairwell.  This project is a win-win for all!  Thank you for your support.
St. Catherine of Siena Rosary Prayer Group
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Our Rosary Prayer Group meets in the Church on the 2nd of every month at 5:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m.  We pray all four Mysteries of the Holy Rosary for the conversion of unbelievers.  We cordially invite you to join us.  For further information please call Deanna Bruning at 703.444.5052.

2009 Over 50 Club Scheduled Senior Trips

Membership in the Club and Senior Status is not required. Early Registration is Suggested!
(June 9 – “Spirit of Baltimore”  – Day cruise out of Baltimore.  Delicious buffet, D.J. for dancing or music to listen to.  A 1 hour cruise around the harbor, then stop at the Inner Harbor, shop or visit the Aquarium or f\view the ships USS Constellation & the Torsk submarine. $78 
( September 9 – “Broadways Best” at the American Music Theatre in Lancaster.  You’ll enjoy works and music of great composers like Gershwin, Andrew Lloyd Weber and Leonard Bernstein.  The production features memorable moments from Cats, Jersey Boys, West Side Story, Phantom of the Opera and more!  Enjoy lunch on your own at Cracker Barrel, Roby Tuesday or Olive Garden.  There will be time for outlet shopping.  $82.

( September 16 – Annapolis – A historic tour of Annapolis State House, World Was II Memorial, lunch at the Officers Club at the Naval Academy and a cruise on the Harbor Queen, where you’ll see the Bay bridge and the Naval Academy from the boat. $89.
( October 12 – St. James The Greater & The Bavarian Inn.  Day trip with Father Drummond.  We’ll have Mass at St. James and lunch at the Bavarian Inn. $61 includes motor coach, lunch and drivers tip.
You do not need to be a senior to join us, or a member of the Club.  Please call the following for more information and/or registration.

Mary Ann at 703.404.8677 or Connie at 703.759.2939.

In the Diocese & Other Events
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ww.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others

”When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth.”  Are you inclined to let the Holy Spirit lead you to your true vocation in the Risen Lord … perhaps as a priest or consecrated religious?  Call Father Brian Bashista at 703.841.2514 or write b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.
From Catholic Charities
New Job Ministry

Can you volunteer? Catholic Charities new job ministry called CAN (Christians Are Networking) needs volunteers who can coach job seekers in résumé writing, interview skills, and the like, can assist with registration and communications, will pray for the success of the program and job seekers; and are in a position to hire or refer qualified candidates.  An informational meeting will be held for volunteers on June 4th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Martin de Porres Senior Center located at 4650 Taney Avenue in Alexandria. 

Are You Interested in Adopting?
Children’s Services of Catholic Charities will be holding Adoption Information Sessions at 5294 Lyngate Court in Burke Virginia.  The sessions will be from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. on June 11, July 9, September 10, October 8, and November 12.  The presentation will cover Catholic Charities Domestic, International, Interstate and Parental Placement Adoption Programs with emphasis on the home study, placement and supervision of children as well as adoption resources.  Registration Fee: $20.00.  Please call 703.425.0100 to register to attend one of the sessions.  .
Men Suffering After an Abortion
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Father’s Day can be difficult for men who have lost a child to abortion.  To locate resources to provide men with the tools and information necessary to heal, please contact us at 703.841.2504 for brochures or the book Men and Abortion by Catherine Coyle.  You may also visit our website at www.arlingtondiocese.org/rachel/Priests or visit www.fatherhoodforever.org for more information.

Getting Married?

Have you started your Marriage Preparation (Pro-Cana) yet?  Part of your requirement is to attend a Conference for the Engaged.  They fill up quickly, so please sign-up a few months in advance!  For further information please call the Office for Family Life at 703.841.2550.  Please discuss with the priest preparing you for marriage before registering.
Center for Family Development (CFD)

The Lost Secret of Authentic Male Friendship

When: June 9 from 6:00 – 9:30 p.m.

Where: Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center

7007 Bradley Blvd, Bethesda, Maryland

Registration fee: $35 per person

An evening for men addressing the topic of authentic male friendship and why it matters in our lives.  The evening includes dinner and talks from the following expert speakers: Art Bennett, Director of the Alpha Omega Clinics,  and Fr. John Hopkins, LC, President of the Center for Family Development.  To register contact Mary Eustice at 301.365.0612 or register@bethesdacfd.org.
PENTECOST
THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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All of us have been baptized into one and the same Spirit; let us live, then, by the Spirit!  That same Spirit, the Advocate, who “renews the face of the earth”, was given as a gift to the disciples to strengthen them to go forth in the name of the Lord and to obtain forgiveness of sins.  
Prayer for the Holy Father

Lord, source of eternal life and truth; give to Your shepherd, Pope Benedict XVI, a spirit of courage and right judgment, a spirit of knowledge and love.

By governing with fidelity those entrusted to his care, may he, as successor to the apostle Peter and Vicar of Christ, build Your Church into a sacrament of unity, love, and peace for all the world.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives, and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
Christ be near at either hand,

Christ behind, before me stand,

Christ with me where’er I go,

Christ around, above, below,

Christ be in my heart and mind,

Christ within my soul enshrined,

Christ control my wayward heart,

Christ abide and ne’er depart,

Christ my life and only way,

Christ my lantern night and day,

Christ be my unchanging friend,

Guide and shepherd me to the end.
Amen.


















