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Mass Intentions

Sunday, September 6
8:00 a.m.
 Claudette Ford  
10:00 a.m.
Pro Populo 
12:00 Noon
Virginia P. Donahue (
Monday, September 7
9:00 a.m.
John Weaver
Tuesday, September 8

9:00 a.m. 
John Ochs ( 
Wednesday, September 9

9:00 a.m.    
Celeste Angleton
Thursday, September 10

9:00 a.m.
Anna Hale
Friday, September 11
9:00 a.m.
Margaret Kraus


Saturday, September 12

9:00 a.m.
Claire Dwyer (

5:30 p.m.
Joseph Jeon (
READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 35: 4-7a, Ps 146, Jas 2: 1-5, Mk 7: 31-37
Monday – St. Peter Claver
Col 1: 1-24 – 2: 3, Ps 62, Lk 6: 6-11 
Tuesday – The Nativity of the Virgin Mary
 Mic 5: 1- 4a, Ps 13, Mt 1: 1 -16, 18 -23
Wednesday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Col 3: 1-11, Ps 145, Lk 6: 20 -26
Thursday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Col 3: 12-17, Ps 150, Lk 6: 27-38
Friday – Weekday in Ordinary Time
Tm 1: 1-2, 12-14, Ps 16, Lk 6: 39 - 42
Saturday – Weekday in  Ordinary Time
 1 Tm 1: 15-17, Ps 113, Lk 6: 43 - 49   
Parish Stewardship

Thank you for your generous offerings of August 29/30.  The regular collection brought in $9,428 and the Poor Box yielded $171.  
Change in Office Hours 
Please note the new office hours posted on the cover of the bulletin.

Please note:

The Parish Offices will be closed on September 7th in observance of Labor Day.
A Word from Father Drummond
   Quite a few years ago a person came to me to complain that their application for an annulment had been refused, that the Tribunnal had ruled their failed marriage was sacramentally valid, and could not be annulled.  “Why can’t the Church forgive my mistake and let me get married again?” this person asked me.  Not long after that I accompanied a different person, who had been involved in a traffic accident to court. 

   As we were waiting for the case to come up, several others were heard by the Judge.  One man, when asked by the Judge as to how he pleaded said, “Your Honor, I am very sorry and I come to ask for forgiveness.”  The Judge smiled and responded in a genteel Virginia accent, “Oh, I’ll forgive you, but still I’m fining you five-hundred dollars, but I forgive you, now pay the clerk.”  

   All too often, in today’s world, people think that forgiveness of a wrong committed will wipe out all the consequences.  That is just not so.  Even within the Sacrament of Reconciliation, once we have confessed our sins, and said the Act of Contrition, we still have to do our penance.  And even with that done most, if not all of us will still have to spend time in Purgatory after our lives here on earth.  We have been forgiven, but we still have to deal with the consequences.  And sometimes that hurts.

   Before we sin the devil likes to temp us, helping us to delude ourselves saying, “This is really ok.”  After we sin the devil likes to help us rationalize our actions: “It really wasn’t that bad,” or “Others have done worse,” or even, “Well, I said I’m sorry!”  Rationalization of our wrongs helps us to see ourselves as the one wronged.  We can even become indignant and angry when called to take responsibility and accept the consequences of our actions as if the words, “I’m sorry” wipes everything away.

   If the words, “I’m sorry” are heart-felt, if there is true contrition then there is a willingness to not only take, but accept the consequences.

   This is something we all need to learn and continuously re-learn – that we need to always weigh, not only our intended actions, but also their consequences.  To realize that, although mistakes can – and should be forgiven – that does not mean they can be undone.  Again, I hear the words of the Judge in Traffic Court: “I’ll forgive you, but I’m still fining you . . . .”
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Woman’s Ring’s Lost

On Sunday, August 23rd just prior to the 10:00 a.m. Mass, three rings (one an eternity diamond wedding band) were lost in the church parking lot.  If found please bring to the Parish Office.  
	



 [image: image2.jpg]


   
Pray for the Sick and Homebound of our Parish 

Elaine Elizabeth Abraham, James Anthony,
Joshua Basile, Bryan Cox, Flora DeLeon, Marjorie Dolak, Christa Drummond, Larry Dublin, Danny Frey,
Brian Hack, Elizabeth Hooten, Marjorie Horan, 
Carol McCarty, Susan McQuade, Canon Craig Merkel, Peter Michaki, David Murphy, William Schrepel, Murray Schooner, Lien Shinta, Cris Ternisky, Abby Trepacz, 
Ana Laura Valdez, Anthony Yantiss

Pray for Those Who have Fallen Asleep in Christ

Maryann Barron, Philip Calanchini, , Joe Cassella, Joseph Cerroni, Sr., Bill Corr, Irene Corrado,
Joseph Dunne, Bill Hale, Mary Elizabeth Jones,
William Bud Ko, Cynthia Randall, Adele Spauer, 
Victor Wouters, Angel Zavala

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel

Douglas Beer, Patrick Bouchoux, Jordan Bowren, Brendan Dunne, Mark Falcon, Christopher Frediani, Michael Holtz, Brian Horn,  Kathleen Mahoney,
Josh Moore, Matthew O’Neil, Mathew Rowell,
Justin Smallwood 

               The Blessed Sacrament
       THIS IS MY BODY – THIS IS MY BLOOD

A Holy Hour is simply an hour set-aside totally for the Lord; an hour consecrated to God.  It is a time to recollect our mind, heart and spirit in order to focus them on God and more specifically our Eucharistic Lord.  To make a Holy Hour is to make a decision to spend one hour with our friend, our Savior and Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Hour

The Church and the world have a great need of Eucharistic worship.  Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us be generous with our time in going to meet Him in oration and in contemplation that is full of faith, and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.  May our adoration never cease.

– John Paul II

To sign up for adoration or for information regarding adoration please contact Diane Cieslak 703.678.3919.   

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Thursday.  

24 hour Eucharistic Adoration also begins after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on every First Friday of the month and ends with reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday.

Holy Hour is every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
Communion and Blessings

   A very common liturgical abuse of our times happens during the reception of Holy Communion when persons who cannot receive Communion nevertheless line up with their arms crossed over their chest, as a “message” to the priest that they want a blessing instead of Communion.  This is liturgically incorrect on a number of levels.  First and foremost, the time for Communion is the time for Communion.  The Communion line is not, and should not be, the blessing line.  Secondly, the liturgical actions of the priest during Mass are highly regulated, and quite specific of what to do and when to do it.  The actions of a good liturgist may seem spontaneous, but they are not and should not be.
   Unfortunately, owing to the confused time in which we live, some people are instructed to present themselves, arms crossed, before the priest at Communion time for a blessing.  To make things even more confused, some people present themselves with crossed arms as a sign that they wish to receive on the tongue!  Children who have not yet made their first Communion may come up with their parents who are receiving, but should not present themselves individually for a blessing.  Others, who cannot receive, for whatever reason, should remain seated.  The proper time for the blessing follows the prayer after Communion, which blessing all receive together.
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   The Knights of Columbus News             


Consider This Opportunity to Serve!

The Knights of Columbus are the largest Catholic Men fraternal organization – are you a Knight?

For information please contact Kevin Trissell at 703.464.8393 or trissellkofc@verizon.net.

Pancake Breakfast

Next Sunday, September 13th the Knights will sponsor a Pancake Breakfast, in Bishop Justs Hall, following the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses.  Donations will be accepted, and all are cordially invited.

Men’s Prayer Group
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 Feeling as though you should “pick up the pace” in 

your prayer life?  Come join your silent prayers with ours in Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament in support of our pastor, parish and school.  Thursdays from 5:00 – 6::00 a.m., except First Fridays when we meet  from 5:30 – 6:30 a.m.   Father Drummond will say a special Mass immediately afterward.  Following Mass join us for breakfast at a nearby eatery.  For further information: ksypal@yahoo.com.
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                 Catechist Corner


Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)

CCD class registration is currently being held.  Please register your child soon.  Class sessions are:

Mondays   5:00 – 6:00 p.m. (1st through 4th grades)
Mondays   6:45-7:45 p.m. (2nd through 12th grades)

Tuesdays   5:00 – 6:00 p.m. (1st through 6th grades)

Classes begin September 14th and 15th
Catechists are Needed!
There are many open positions for CCD catechists.  All training will be provided.  Please contact the Office of Religious Education.

Monday 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

1st grade
Catechist needed
2nd grade
Catechist needed
3rd grade
Catechist needed
4th grade
Catechist needed
Monday 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.
3rd grade
Catechist needed
4th grade
Catechist needed
High School
Catechist needed
Tuesday 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
4th grade
Catechist needed
Holy Confirmation
The ritual Mass of Holy Confirmation (for 9th graders) will be on Monday, October 5th at 7:30 p.m.  Please contact the Office of Religious Education if you have not received any correspondence concerning the requirements for reception of this sacrament.
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Catholic Youth Organization


CYO (8th – 12th grades)
September 13
Monthly Meeting – 6:00 p.m.


JCYO (4th – 7th grades)
September 11
Monthly Meeting – 6:00 p.m.
CYO Volunteers Needed!
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There are too many children, a blessed problem to have!  If you would like to volunteer to assist the parish youth groups, either by chaperoning trips, assisting at monthly meetings, or joining the prayer group, please contact the Office of Religious Education.
Choir Call
The Treble Choir will begin rehearsing on Thursday, September 10th from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Bishop Justs Hall.  Rehearsals will be held each Thursday at that time and we will sing twice a month for the noon Mass.  All children over 7 are               welcome!  For further information call Dr. Kimberly Hess at 703.759.4350.
Christ House Food Donation Drive
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Many thanks to all the St. Catherine’s parishioners who in May and June so generously contributed food items for families in need.  We will, once again, be collecting items because the food supplies for Christ House are extremely low.  This year, due to the recession, many recipients are seniors, the homeless, single parents and families struggling to make ends meet. Christ House serves all in need throughout the diocese, including the rural counties.                                              Please help us to help others.

The following non-perishable food items are requested:

Canned meats (corned beef, spam, chicken), canned tuna, canned fruit and vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, pasta, instant potatoes, macaroni & cheese kits.

Please be so kind as to limit contributions to these items, and please check the expiration dates carefully so that expired items is not donated.

Labeled bins will be placed in the narthex of the church.

Gift cards from Giant or Safeway are another option that you might find more convenient.  Please place gift cards in an envelope marked “Christ House” and place in the collection basket at Mass or drop off at the Parish Office.

Thank you very much for your generosity to others.
The Over Fifty Club of St. Catherine of Siena
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Extending an invitation for any Senior to join our Social Club.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in Bishop Justs Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  There are interesting speakers, trips, special luncheons and a fun social time to meet new people.  We also have a social bridge group that meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Single’s or couples are warmly welcomed.  For more information contact Mary Ann at 703.404.8677, or Madeline at 703.759.2605.

 

 

[image: image12.jpg]e,




   Siena Academy News
Mission Statement

Siena Academy is the parish school at St. Catherine of Siena.  Its mission is to give glory to God and to assist parents in the role as primary educators of their children by offering specially prepared environments founded upon the principles and discoveries made by Dr. Maria Montessori in regard to the unique spiritual and developmental needs of the child from birth to adulthood.

Siena Academy – School Year 2009-2010

Parent/Toddler Class

We are currently accepting applications for our Parent/Toddler Class.  This class is for children between the ages of 18 months and 3 years, and will be held for two consecutive days per week, Monday and Tuesday or Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  Please call the school office at 703.759.4129 for applications and further information.  

Parent/Infant Class

This fall we will be offering a Parent/Infant Class, ages  0-10 months.  This class will be four consecutive Friday’s, 2 hours per class. This class is offered six times throughout the year.  If you are interested please call the school office to have your name placed on our list.  The 
schedule of sessions and registration forms will be available at a later date.
Our Birthday Anniversary Celebration
Celebrate Siena Academy’s 5th birthday!  On September 15, 2004, Siena Academy opened its doors with two classes for children ages 3-6 and roughly 40 students.  Since then, it has grown to include over 100 students of ages 16 months – 12 years of age.  Come and join us after the 12 noon Mass on Sunday, September 20th for an open house and refreshments to celebrate our wonderful parish school.
In the Diocese & Other Events
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ww.arlingtondiocese.org

 Vocations Awareness

Some white-collar jobs are more challenging than others
“Be strong, do not fear!” With every true vocation comes the strength and courage of the One who calls. If the Holy Spirit is prompting you to follow Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, call Father Brian Bashista (703) 841-2514, or write: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.
Catholic Information Center

You are invited to a lecture by noted author Peter Kreeft, P.h.D. entitled “Between Jesus & Allah: What Christians Can Learn From Muslims” on Saturday, September 12th at 11:00 a.m.  Dr. Kreeft has written over 45 books, including Socrates Meets Jesus, The Philosophy of Tolkien, Heaven: The Heart’s Deepest Longing,   and Handbook of Catholic Apologetics.  The CIC is located at 1501 K Street, N.W. and can be contacted at www.cicdc.org or 202.783.2062.
All that is required for evil to prevail is for good men to do nothing.

 Virginia Election – November 3rd
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You must be registered by October 2nd, 2009 to be able to vote!  The November 3rd election this year is expected to have historic significance for the rights of the Citizens of Virginia.  Exercising your voting rights has importance to your future and is a responsibility that you have as a Catholic.  Know who the candidates are, both local and state, and how they match your feelings on the issues and vote! 

Everything you need to know is available on the Internet at 

http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/Index.html 
under “Voter Information.” 

If you don’t have access to the Internet your questions about how to register can be answered at: 

Virginia State Board of Elections 
Telephone: 804 864-8901

Toll Free: 800 552-9745

GET ACTIVE – OUR VOTING DETERMINES OUR FREEDOMS AND OUR FUTURE! 

From the Office of the Chancellor
Contact Congress on Health Reform
Members of the House of Representatives and the Senate have resumed the debate on various health care proposals.  As discussions continue on health legislation, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) affirms health care as a basic right belonging to all human beings and advocates measures to:

1. Protect the life, dignity and health of all from conception until natural death;

2. Prohibit federal funds from being used for abortion, prohibit mandated abortion coverage, and preserve the conscience rights of providers who decline to participate in abortion; and

3. Ensure health care services for immigrant children (born and unborn) and legal immigrants awaiting citizenship (who are currently banned from Medicaid for five years under federal law).

The Virginia Catholic Bishops encourage the parishioners of their dioceses to visit the Virginia Catholic Conference’s website (www.vacatholic.org).  The Conference’s site contains statements from the USCCB on health proposals and an action alert enabling Virginia residents to send messages to their U.S. Senators and Representatives.
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From the Office of the Chancellor

Diocesan Pilgrimage

Mary, Cause of our Joy and Mother of Priests

When:  October 10th

Where: Basilica of the National Shire of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D.C.

Join us in celebrating the 35th anniversary of the establishment of the Diocese of Arlington and the “Year for Priests”
Schedule of Events
9:15 a.m. Rosary

10:00 a.m. Confessions/Shrine Tours
11:15 a.m. Keynote Speaker:
Rev. David Thayer, S.S., S.T.L., Ph.D, Theological Institute 

Lunch available until 12:45 p.m.

1:00 p.m. Mass -the Most Rev. Paul S. Loverde, Principal Celebrant & Homilist 

From the Director of Diaconate Formation
Permanent Diaconate Inquiry Meetings

- Monday, September 21, 7:30 p.m.

St. John the Evangelist, Warrenton

- Wednesday, September 23, 7:30 p.m.

St. John Neumann, Reston

- Thursday, September 24, 7:30 p.m.

St. Timothy, Chantilly

- Monday, September 28, 7:30 p.m.

Good Shepherd, Alexandria

- Tuesday, September 29, 7:30 p.m.

St. Luke, McLean

- Thursday, October 1, 7:30 p.m.

Sacred Heart, Manassas

Men interested in discerning vocation to the Permanent Diaconate, and their wives, are invited to these meetings to get a better understanding of the vocation in general and the formation process in particular.  Refreshments will be served.  For more information and to RSVP by September 16, please call 703-841-2563.

Eucharistic Congress

When:  September 11 – 12

Where: Basilica of the Immaculate Conception

The Congress, entitled Sacrifice of Enduring Love, is sponsored by the Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious (CMSWR). There is no charge for admission to the two-day event that will consist of: celebration of the Liturgy, conferences and catechesis, Eucharistic adoration and procession, and other activities focusing on the Eucharist. Three vocations will be explored in-depth — the Priesthood, Religious Life, and Marriage. 
In addition to other displays, a piece of the actual tilma of St. Juan Diego will be exhibited. For more information about the Congress, visit www.cmswr.org.
The advent of the age of salvation is upon us: the deaf hear, the blind see, and those bowed down are raised up (Ps 31).  The kingdom is made manifest around the Eucharistic table, where rich and poor alike are invited to feast.
Marriage Help – Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has helped tens of thousands of couples at all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. This program can help you too. For confidential information about or to register for the October program beginning with a weekend              on October 23-26th.  Call 703.351.7211 or                        www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary has been celebrated in the Church at least since the 8th Century. The Church's calendar observes the birthdays of only two saints: Saint John the Baptist (June 24), and Mary, Mother of Jesus.

The birth of Mary was also miraculous. She was conceived without sin as a special grace because God had selected her to become the mother of His Son (the feast of her Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8). The dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, though generally believed throughout the Church for many centuries, was formally declared by Pope Pius IX in 1854.

Thy birth, O Virgin Mother of God,
heralded joy to all the world.
For from thou hast risen the Son of justice,
Christ our God.

Destroying the curse, He gave blessing;
and damning death, He bestowed on us
life everlasting.

Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus.
For from thou hast risen the Son of justice,
Christ our Lord.

​ from The Divine Office - Matins (Morning Prayer)
Daily Rosary
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The Rosary, a “summary of the Gospel”, is a wonderful way to have daily contact with Mary, the Mother of the Lord.  Visit www.theholyrosary.org to learn how to pray the Holy Rosary.

From the Saints
True virtue has no limits, but goes on and on, and especially holy charity, which is the virtue of virtues, and which having a definite object would become infinite if it could meet with a heart capable of infinity.

- St. Francis de Sales


















